Please Quote File: 4007

ANC:KJP
12 June 2008
Far North District Council

Private Bag 752

Kaikohe   0440

Dear Sir
RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION CON20080400701 – FAR NORTH DISTRICT COUNCIL – East Coast Bays Wastewater – REQUEST FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

I refer to the above application for resource consent.  As previously discussed with Stefan Kreegher of VK Consulting Environmental Engineers Ltd, further information is requested in relation to the application pursuant to Section 92(1) of the Resource Management Act 1991 (the Act).

The information is requested because the Council considers that the proposed activity may have a significant adverse effect on the environment and the information provided in your application is considered insufficient to meet the requirements of the Resource Management Act, particularly Section 88 (2)(b), and items 1(d) and 1(f)(i) of Schedule 4.
Our specific concern relates to the effects this discharge may have on the receiving environment, including the unnamed tributary that receives the discharge, the Parapara Stream, the Awapoko River and ultimately the coastal water adjacent to Aurere Beach.

We consider that additional information is needed to help establish what risk the discharge from the East Coast Bays Wastewater Treatment Plant poses, currently and at your forecast discharge rate of 1,570 m³/d, to users of the receiving waters.  This risk assessment may include, but not be limited to, the use of the receiving waters for:
· Stock drinking;

· Contact recreation;

· Food gathering; and

· Shellfish gathering.
The risk assessment should include the public health risk posed by the discharge, in particular from pathogens in the wastewater, and the risk of the discharge causing adverse effects on the environment, either from particular contaminants (eg. ammonia) or cumulative effects (eg. nutrients and heavy metals).
It is expected that a risk assessment will include the significance of the discharge from the Wastewater Treatment Plant in relation to other point and diffuse contamination sources within the catchment of the receiving waters.

Please contact me to discuss a suitable timeframe to prepare the above risk assessment.
Please note that the Council may decline your application pursuant to Section 92A(3) of the Act if it considers that it has insufficient information to enable a decision to be made on your application.  This may occur if you do not provide the information requested, and it is expected that it will be received within the agreed timeframe.

In accordance with Section 88B and 88C of the Act, the processing of your application will be placed “on hold” from the date of this letter until the date of receipt of the information requested.  Once the Council has received the requested information, it will be assessed to determine its adequacy and the Council will then make a decision on whether your application requires public notification, limited notification, or whether it will be processed on a non-notified basis.

Section 357A of the Act provides you with the right to lodge an objection with the Council in respect of this request for further information.  Any such objection must be made in writing setting out the reasons for the objection and must be lodged with the Council within 15 working days of the date of this letter.  Please note that if you do lodge such an objection, the processing of your application would continue to be “on hold” until the objection is resolved (or otherwise withdrawn).

If you have any queries on the information requested or the other details in this letter, please contact Andrew Carvell of our Whangarei office.

Yours faithfully

Andrew Carvell

Wastewater Management Officer – Engineer
Copy for Information:
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