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FINAL DECISION OF THE ENVIRONMENT COURT

A: The Plan maps are to be modified with the addition of the maps annexed hereto

in Appendix 1.

B:  The wording of the Plan is to be amended to the extent shown in the underlined

version wording and strike out wording replaced in Appendix 2 hereto.

C:  The patties have not addressed questions of cost but no applications have been

filed to date.

D:  Any application for costs to be filed within 10 working days. Any reply within
a further 10 working days and the final reply, if any, five working days thereafter.

An application for costs 1s not encouraged.

REASONS
Introduction

[1] In its substantive decision’ issued on 1 Aptil 2021, this Court concluded that
the Plan should be modified in accordance with its decision, with provisions to be
circulated between the parties on the basis that if no agreement could be reached the

Court would finalise the wording.

Progress

[2] The parties sought and obtained an extension to the date for filing a consent

V CEP Services Matanwhi Limited & Ors v Northland Regional Council [2021] NZEnvC 039.




agreement. A joint memorandum providing agreed final provisions on significant
ecological area maps in relation to Topic 11: Biodiversity and Outstanding Natural
Features/Landscapes was filed on 24 June 2021. It is filed by all the substantive
parties to this matter and agrees on both the Significant Ecological Area maps (SEA)
which are annexed hereto and marked as Appendix 1 and agreed Policies D.2.15 and

D.2.18 which 1s now renumbered as Policies D.2.17 and D.2.20 respectively.

[3] In short, the parties are satisfied that the provisions represent a resolution in
terms of the Coutt’s decision in relation to both SEA maps, for Russell Peninsula and
Hokianga Harbour and also the final wording now renumbeted for Policies D.2.17

and D.2.20 which are Appendix 2.

[4] The SEA maps are shown in two colours, being blue for the areas within the
CMA and red for those on land. We have no particular comment in this regard and
it appears sensible that they be differentiated for practical purposes even though there
is an ecotone between the land and CMA ateas. The maps and Appendix 1 are
confirmed and I directed that they are to be substituted and placed within the Regional

Plan as soon as practicable.

Evaluation

[5] In respect of the final agreed wording provisions, these are intended to reflect
the decision of the Coutt, although the final wording has been the matter of further
negotiation between the parties. In my view, there is nothing that is contraty to the

decision 1n the wording and its term seem to provide additional clarity.

[6] Tam also satisfied that in consideting these provisions, the various aspect of the

public interest have been represented.

Outcome

[71 Accordingly, I am able to confirm the consent memorandum and incorporate

these provisions 1n this final decision.

[8] Accordingly:







APPENDIX 1: FINAL AGREED SIGNIFICANT ECOLOGICAL AREA
MAPPING



















