
Looking after your  

Inflatable Lifejacket
Take Care of your lifejacket (Personal Flotation Device or PFD)

One day you might need it to look after you.

It is your responsibility so follow these steps to make sure it is in good working order.

Read the 
instructions
Your inflatable lifejacket 
should contain information 
on how to wear, operate 
and look after your device. 
It is important that you 
familiarise yourself with these 
instructions.

Check your 
lifejacket
Check the following for 
excessive wear, cracking, 
fraying corrosion or anything 
to indicate possible loss of 
strength:

• Zips

• Buckles

• Waist belts

• All fastening mechanisms  
and devices.

Most importantly, do not try 
to repair your life jacket or 
any personal flotation device.

Check that:
•  The lifejacket has not been 

previously activated.

• The cylinder can only be used 
once so check that the green 
or red clip is in place and that 
the cylinder does not have a 
hole pierced in the top.

IF IT DOES, REPLACE THE 
CYLINDER

• Replace the cylinder and 
check that it is tightened 
firmly.

• Open up the lifejacket and 
fully inflate using the oral 
inflation tube.

• Leave the jacket overnight 
and check that there is no 
loss of pressure.

• Deflate the jacket by turning 
the inflation tube cap upside 
down and pressing the one 
way valve to release all of  
the air. 

• Once all the air is expelled, 
re-fold the jacket along the 
printed lines starting at the 
side furthest from the oral 
inflation tube. 
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What should I do with my inflatable 
lifejacket at the end of a day out?
• If your inflatable lifejacket is equipped with 

automatic inflation, remove the bobbin or cartridge 
before washing to avoid accidental inflation.

• Rinse: If it has been exposed to salt water, rinse 
thoroughly in fresh cold water.

• Wash: To clean the outer shell of it, hand wash 
with warm soapy water. A clothing cleaning agent 
can be used for removing grease and stubborn 
stains.

• Dry: Hang it up to dry thoroughly before storing.

Important - If your inflatable lifejacket 
is equipped with automatic inflation
Remember to replace the bobbin or cartridge once 
the inflatable lifejacket is thoroughly dry. The bobbin 
can only be inserted one way and the cartridge 
simply screws in.

Bobbins and cartridges
Some automatic inflatable lifejackets are equipped 
with sacrificial water-soluble bobbins and others with 
sacrificial paper element cartridges. They are prone 
to accidental inflation if exposed to humid conditions 
for any length of time. If you have any difficulty, 
contact the manufacturer or place of purchase.

What if I have deployed my inflatable 
lifejacket?
If you use your inflatable lifejacket, you will need to replace 
the CO2 gas cylinder once it has been used.  
It is recommended that you have your inflatable lifejacket 
serviced each time it is deployed. The inflatable lifejacket can 
then be checked for any damage which may have occurred 
during the incident. For automatic inflatable lifejackets, it is 
recommended that the bobbins or cartridges be replaced in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Does my inflatable lifejacket need to be 
serviced?
Your inflatable lifejacket should be serviced in accordance 
with the manufacturer’s specifications. Refer to the 
manufacturer’s recommendations for full servicing details 
relevant to your inflatable lifejacket.

Your inflatable lifejacket 
is a life saving device.

Care for it as though your 
life depended on it.

One day, it just might.
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