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Outline

The 2022 local government trienmil elections occurred on Saturd8yOctober2022 The
elections forthe Northland Regional Council were conducted by the constituent territorial
authorities of Far NorthDistrict Councjl KaiparaDistrict Counci and Whangyrei District
Council andvere onducted satisfactorily and on time and met all legislative and practical
requirements.

This report summaries the electoral process.

Background

Local government elections are required to be conducted evemgetlyears, with the2022
electiors occurring on Saturday 8 October 2022 The conduct of these elections is
prescribed by legislation and regulation to ensure public confidence and electoral integrity
are maintained.

The following preliminary actions/desionswere made

0] in 2020,Council esolved toretain the FPF(first past the postelectoral system
for the 2022triennial electiors;

(i) in 202Q Cauncil resolved to establishone or moreMnori constituenciedor the
2022 and 2025 triennial elections

(i) during 2@1, Council undertok a representation arrangeemts review (a review
of constituencies boundaries, number ofelected membersetc). The final
proposalcomprisednine councillorselectedfrom eight constituencies

(iv) postalvotingto be used
(V) the alphabeticabrder of candidate namet® be used
(vi) no elecion was requiredor the NorthlandDistrictHealth Board

The electoral officer appointed lilie NorthlandRegionalCouncilis DaleOfsoske of Election
Services.

With the 2022 elections now complete, this report details the vau® ekctoral processe
undertakentogether with election statistics for the information of Council.

Narrative
Elections Required Elections were undertaken for:

NorthlandRegional Coundjhine members)

A one member elected from théay of Islands
Whangaroa General Constituency

q one member elected from th&€oastal Centrabeneral
Constiuency

A one member elected from th&Coastal SoutlGeneral
Constituency

q one member elected from thé-ar North General
CGonstituency

q one member elected from th&aparaGeneral
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Election Timetable

Electoral Roll

Constituency

one nember elected from théviid North General
Constituency

one memberelectedfrom the Whangyrei Central
GeneralConstituency

two memberselected from theTe Raka n 2 NA
Constituency

Key electio functions ad dates vere:

Nomination period

15 Julyg 12 August2022

Inspection of Preliminary Electoral Roll
15 Julyq 12 August2022

Delively of voting mailers

16-21 Sefgember 2022

Spedal voting/early procesing

16 Septanber¢ 8 October 2022
Election day

8 October 2022

Preliminarycount

9 October2022

Official count

9-14 October2022

Return of Electoral Donabins & Expenses Form
by 9 Decemier 2022

For each constituent territrial authority, he elecbral roll
comprises two parts, the Residential Electoral Roll and
Ratepayer Electoral Roll.

The Residential Electoral Roll contains parliamentary elec
whose details are maintained and supplied by the Elect
Commission.

Each constituent territorial authority is responsible fo
compiling its own nowresident Ratepayer Electoral Roll.

To compile the Ratepayer Electoral Rtiree actions are
required:

(i)

(ii)

issuing an explanatory ratepayer roll flyer wilth all
constituentterritorial authorityrates notices

a nationwide advertising campaign on the criteria
ratepayer elector qalifications and enrolmen
procedures; and

(i) the issuing of Ratepayer Confirmation Forms to
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Preliminary and Final
Electoral Rolls

eligible 209 Ratepayer Electoral Roll electors, and
returned, these along with any new enrolments, fol
the basis of the2022 Ratepayer Electoral Rdthr eat
constituent territorial authority

A natbnal advertising campaigwas undertaken byraituan
during May 2022 advising readers in all major dai
newspapers of the criteria and qualifications required to
eligible for the Ratepayer Electoral Roll. A 08@@-phone
service was again used as aioaal helpline for ratepagr
roll enquiries.

In April 2022 a total of 722 Ratepayer Roll Confirmatio
Forms were issued to eligib@019 Ratepayer Electoral Rc
electors across the region A total of 661 non-resident
ratepayer ekctors apeared on therespective constituent
territorial authority 2022Ratepayer Electoral Rall

The Preliminary Electoral Rollvere available for public
inspection at each constiuent territorial authority
office/service centre and libraryduring normal office hours
between15 July2022and 12 August2022

Statistics relating to the Final Electoral Rale as follows:

Final Roll
Territorial Authority No. No. Total
Residents Ratepayers
Far NorthDistrict 47,101 143 47,244
KaiparaDistrict 17,274 315 17,589
2 K|y JDisMiE A 66,691 203 66,894
TOTAL 131,066 661 131,727

The total number oélectorsin the regionwas131,727 being
131,066 resident ekectors and661 non-resicent ratepayer
electors. This is an increaseof 11,179 electorsto the 2019
Final Electoral Ralbf 120,548electars (or ©.27%).

However, tke total numker of electors eligible to vote for th
Northland Regional Councivas 131,647 once 80 ner
resident ratepayer electors were removeds not being
eligible to vote for he Northland Regional Couhniore than
once
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Nominations

The nomination period wakb July to noon 2 August2022
Nomination material was awable during thé periodby:

(i) visiting a condituent territorial autharity office/service
centre

i) R2gyt2FRAY3I GKS YI G§SNXI €
(iif) phoning the electoral office

A detailed 2022 Candidate Information Handbo@kwas
prepared and made avalie to all candlates, any interestec
party (e.g. media) and placed online. The handboo}t

contained relevant information about the electoral process
potential candidates.

A total of24 nominations were received for theine Council
vacancies, these detailed #ollows:

Constituency No. Nominations No. Vacancies
Bay of Island¥Vhangaroa 4 1
General

CoastalCentral General 3 1
Coastal Soutkseneral 1 1
Far North General 4 1
KaiparaGeneral 2 1
Mid North General 4 1
Te Raki Mori 4 2
Whangyrei Central General 2 1
Total 24 9

For the Coastal South Gener@onstituencythe number of
nominatiors receivedequakd the number of vacancies, an
the candidatewas duly declared elected following the clos
of nominations. Refer Notice of Day of Elentg Appendix2.

The 24 nominations eceivedwashigher than the 19 receivel
for the 2019 election(or +26.3%)
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Voting Mailers

Special Votig

Elector Turnout

Results

Voting mailers consisting of an outward envelope, reti
prepaid envelope, voting document and a candidate pro
booklet (which included instructions in English aadh 2) 1
were posted to electors by the constituent territorial
authorities fom Fridayl6 September022

The voting mailers were produced by the NZ Post Group
were consistent in design layout to all other local authorit
in the country.

Specdal votes were availde from 16 September2022 to
noon 8 October2022by:

(i) visiting one of the constituent territorial authority
officesor libraries

(i) phoning the electoral office.

In total, d the 131647 electors on theconstituent territorial
authorities Final Electorla RdlIs eligible to vote for the
regional councjla total of 56855 electors returned their
vote. This represents a3.2% return and compares to ¢
45.56% return in 209.

By constituent territorial authority, voter returns were:
Far Noth District Council:41.5%

KaiparaDistrict Council47.6%

2 K|y IDisMiE Eouncild3.3%

A schedule of the number of daily returned voting docume
over the voting periody constituencys attached Appendix
1).

Of note, the 2022 average nationwide elector turnout i
45.58% compared ta@ll. Pbofor the 2019 election and 42%for
the 2016 election

With the undertaking of the early processing of return
voting documents during the voting ped, progessresults
were released on election day at around 1pm. Progr
resultsreflected about75% of votescastand excluded votes
received aftconstituent territorial authorityofficesduring the
last couple of days of the voting periaahd special votes
received

The prelimnaryresults were releasedround 1pmon Sunday
following the receipt and processing af large number of
votes received at theonstituent territorial authoity offices
during the last couple of days of the voting period

The preliminary resudtreflected about 8% of votes cast
and these stéistics show abou23% d all votes cast were
receivedat the constituent territorial authoity officeson the
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Election Costs

Friday and Saturday maing.

Both the progress and preliminary results were releagec
canddates and placed oBourODA f Q&4 6So6aAGS

The final results (Declaration of Results of Electiosee
Appendix 3) were made onFriday # October 2022 and
placed on Coun& website

The 2022 estimated election cost set iugust 2020was
$206,600+ GST (ofor an estimatedl27,500electors, $.62
+ GST per elector), subject to actual costs incurred.

The 2022 final election costhas now been determined &
$268,602+ GST (orfor 131,647 electors $2.04 + GST pe
elector).

The cost in@ase($62,002+ GSTis largely dueto:

(i) ahigher than budgetedcost of postage(an additional
$29,761+ GSTacross the liree constituent territorial
authorities), due to a late change in pricing by NZ P
from a natonwide unit pri€ G2 S O KondC
pricing(the rural zone being the highest ratend

(i)  a higher than budgeted cost ofoting mailers(an
additional £9,830+ GSTacross the liree constituent
territorial authorities), due to more combinationsof

voting documentgequired folbwing the ntroduction
ofa n 2vidids and costituencies

The costpayable to eacltonstituent territorialauthority for
the Counci® share of election cosis:

1 Far North District Counci#84,027 + GST
1 Kaipara District Council: $46,382 + GST

1 Whangarei District Council: $112,795 + GST
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Upcaming Issues

Inquiry into the 2@2
elections

Electoral System Review

a n 2 Representation
Review

Representaion
Arrangements Review

LocalGovenment
Electoral Legislation iB

t I NI A Y S yQofriitteeWstzirrénily@i&lertaking an
inquiry into the conduct of the2022 local govenment
electiors. Submisionsclosel on 14 Februay 2@23.

The committee is examinng the law and administrative
procedures with particular reference to:

low voter turnout

the provision of election seices by private
organisations, with particular refereecto:

special vaing

provision of ballot papers

complant processes

accountability for local elections

postal voting (including security of ballo
and whether postal voting is an effecti
method o receining votes)

1 the age of eligible voters (with reference to loweri
the age of eligible voters to 16 years

f
f

O O O oo

Under the Local ElectoraAct 2001,a local authoriy may
resolve, before 12 Septerab 2023, to charge the eledoral
system used at the last eleati, unless a pdlon the matter
wasrecently held. Should Council wisto consider changing
its elecoral system, it can doso by resolution no tar than
12 September 228.

Howe\er, a publicnotice must begiven by 19 Sepgimber
2023 providing the rght of electors tademanda pdl on the
decision

As Council resaledin 2020to establishone or morea n 2
constituenciedor the 2022 and 2025 &nnial elections, na
further actionon thisis required

The Local Electoral Act 2001gteres every local authdy to

undertake a representatin arrangements review at leas
once every sixyears. As Coucil last uncrtook areview in
2021, it isnot required © canduct a full review until 2027

However Councilis able toundertake aother review after
three-years (2024) if required (for exampie further review
constituencyboundaries anfbr representaton).

The electoral system, a n 2 N@presentation and
representation arrangementseview procesgs aresubject
to the Local Government Electoral Legislatiah &irrently
before Parliamnt (2 Reading) which if passed, will
introduce changes to thdegislati\e dates and requiremersgt
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outlined below:

Ekctoral system:

ﬂ

If a successful demand for a poll ofeetors to
change the electoral system is received byl
De@mber 203 (currently 21 February 2024pr
Councilresolves to change #helectoral system by
11 December 2023currently 21 February 2024)a
poll must be held byl4 Mach 2024 (currently 21
May 2024)(sec 28_.EA.

a n 2 rEgkesentation:

ﬂ

If a n 2 MKdgresentation is not already eslished,
Councilmust consult wth, and have rgard for the
views ofa n 2 &h#l other communitiesconcerning
the establishment ba n 2 N@resentationby 20
December 2028sec19GALEA;

If Mn 2 Nresentation is not already esblished,
Councilmust resolve whetheror not to establish
a n 2 iéfresenation by 20 December 2023 (sec
19GALEA;

If Courtil resolves to establish n 2 rbidkesentation
public noice must be givenby 3 January 2024sec
19CGALEA anda n 2rBkesentaton must form part
of the ensuingrepresentationarrangements review

Repesentation arrangementsreview:

1

From 20 December 202&urrentlyl March2024) a

formal consultatiofresolution period of initial

representation arangenents review proposal

commences concludingno later than 31 July 202«
(currently31 Augus®024)(sec19K(1AA)LEA;

Council must give public notice of resolution c
initial proposwal by 8 August 202 (currently by 8

September2024) with submissiorperiod of at least

one month (by 8 September 2024 currently by 8

October2024)(sec 19MLEA;

Submissiors head by Council, andesolution of final
proposal must be made by 3 November 2024
(currently19 NovembeR024)(sec 19NLEA;

Councilmust give piblic ndice of its resolution of
final proposalwithin eight weeks of the close of
submissions (3 November P24 - currently 19
November2024) with an appeal/objection period of
at least one montl{sec19NLEA;
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1 If an appedbbjection is receivedby 3 Decenber
2024 (currently 20 December 2024) the final
proposal is subniied to the Local Governmer
Commissionby 20 December 2024(currently 15
January 202B5(sec19QLEA.

S mmary and Conclusions

The Northland RegionaCouncif2 4022 triennial elections were conducted successfudind
met all legislative and practical requirements. No issues or concerns oficsigee arcse
from these elections andll tasks were completed satisfactorily and on time.

Thereare howeverseveraklectoral issue€ouncil may wish to consider during 2824

()  consicer whether Council retains théirst past the poselectord systemor changes it
the single transferable voting electoral systdéon the 2025 triennial electons¢ by 12
September 203 but must place public notice ofhe electaral systemto be used for
the 2025 triennial electin and the rightof electors to demand a pol by 19
September2023

(i)  consider whetherCouncilreviews any current representation arangementsin 2024
(optional) e.g.constituencyboundariegrepresentation

. Dale Ofsoske
election

-l Electoral Officer/ Northland RegionaCouncil
Election Serices

\/
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APPEND{2

Northland

REGIONAL COUNCIL

[

Te Kaunihera a rohe o Te Taitokerau

NOTICE OF DAY OF ELECTION FOR THE 2022 ELECTIONS OF NORTHLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL

Nominations received

Notice is given under section 65 of the Local Electoral Act 2001 that the following persons have been
duly nominated as candidates for:

Far North General Constituency (one vacancy)

Last Name
BLAIKIE
CARR
SAMSON
YURETICH

Bay of Islands-Whangaroa General Constituency (one vacancy)

Last Name
GENTRY
GILL
MCINNES
ROBINSON

First Name
Justin

Joe

Clyde
Marty

First Name
Phil

Peter
Tania
Marty

Kaipara General Constituency (one vacancy)

Last Name
BLACKWELL
SMART

First Name
John

Penny

Mid North General Constituency (one vacancy)

Last Name
ADCOCK
CRAWFORD
MCCAW
SULLIVAN

First Name
Lesley
Geoff
John
William

Affiliation
Independent

Affiliation
SOVEREIGN.nz
Independent
Independent
Independent

Affiliation

Independent

Affiliation

Independent
Independent
Independent
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Coastal Central General Constituency (one vacancy)

Last Name First Name Affiliation
DIMERY Paul Anthony Independent
MACDONALD Amy

WOODS Christine Independent

Whangarei Central General Constituency (one vacancy)

Last Name First Name Affiliation
CRAW Jack Independent
SAVAGE Tony

Te Raki Maori Constituency (two vacancies)

Last Name First Name Affiliation
BRYERS Lance

GRIEVE Robin

JONES Peter-Lucas

SHORTLAND Tui

As there are (for each office) more candidates than there are vacancies to be filled, an election will be
held between the listed candidates on Saturday, 8 October 2022, under the first past the post
electoral system by postal vote.

Elected unopposed

Coastal South General Constituency {one vacancy)

Last Name First Name Affiliation
STOLWERK Rick

As the number of candidates does not exceed the number of vacancies, Rick STOLWERK is duly
declared elected a member of the Northland Regional Council.

Order of candidate names

The Northland Regional Council has resolved under regulation 31 of the Local Electoral Regulations
2001 to adopt the alphabetical order of candidate names to appear on the voting documents.
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Issuing of voting documents

Voting documents will be posted to electors by each constituent territorial authority from Friday, 16
September 2022.

Return of voting documents

Voting documents must be returned not later than noon, Saturday, 8 October 2022 to the electoral
officer of each constituent territorial authority.

Voting documents can be returned by post or hand delivered at the following council offices between
Friday, 16 September 2022 and Friday, 7 October 2022 during normal office hours, and Saturday, 8
October 2022 between 9.00am — noon:

e Whangarei District Council offices (Whangarei and Ruakaka)
e Far North District Council offices (Kaikohe, Kaitaia, Kerikeri, Kaeo, Kawakawa and Rawene)
e Kaipara District Council offices (Dargaville and Mangawhai)

Special voting

Special voting in terms of the Local Electoral Act 2001 and the Local Electoral Regulations 2001 may
be exercised at the above council offices and times.

A person can apply to enrol as either a residential or ratepayer elector right up to and including
Friday, 7 October 2022 —the day before the close of voting.

Dale Ofsoske, Electoral Officer
Northland Regional Council
36 Water Street Whangarei

17 August 2022
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