NORTHLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL
Agenda

For an Ordinary Meeting of the Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 36 Water Street, Whangarei,
on Wednesday, 19 May 2010 commencing at 1 pm

File 105.2

Recommendations contained in the Council agenda are NOT Council decisions.

Please refer to Council minutes for resolutions.

Opening Prayer
Apologies
Declaration of Conflicts of Interests

Item

OPEN MEETING

COUNCIL AND PROJECT INFORMATION

aOrwNE

N o

Confirmation of Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on 21 April 2010
Chairman’s Report to the Council

Response to Councillor Forum on Electricity

Chief Executive Officer's Report to the Council

Update on Official Information Request — McKinlay Douglas Report on
Local Government Options for Northland

Draft NRC Submission - McKinlay Douglas Report

Update on the Office of the Auditor General's Enquiry in the Northland
Events Centre

FINANCE AND IT

8. Financial Report — 30 April 2010

9. Investment Schedule and Performance — Financial Report to 30 April 2010
10. Paid Accounts for Approval for April 2010

11. Lease Transactions

12. Documents Sealed

OPERATIONS

13. Consents Decisions, Notified Applications in Process, Objections & Appeals
14. Appointment of Hearings Committee

15. Warrants of Appointment : Resource Management Act 1991

STRATEGY AND PLANNING

16. Approval of the 30 Year Transport Strategy for Northland

17. Moorings in High Priority Mooring Areas

COMMITTEES

18. Receipt and Adoption of Minutes of Audit and Finance Committee
Meeting held on 28 April 2010

19. Receipt and Adoption of Minutes of Regional Transport Committee
Meeting held on 18 May 2010

20. Receipt and Adoption of Minutes of Environmental Management
Committee Meeting held on 19 May 2010
Business with the Public Excluded

IN COMMITTEE
21. Confirmation of Confidential Minutes of Meeting held on 21 April 2010
22. Confirmation of Confidential Minutes of Audit and Finance Committee

Meeting held on 28 April 2010

E:\COUNCIL\COUNCIL AGENDAS\2010 COUNCIL AGENDAS\JUNE 2010\AGENDA INDEX.DOC

Page

13
16
18
39

43
45

47
65
69
70
71

72
78
81

83
85

87

93

94

95

96
98



Northland Regional Council - 19 May 2010

Page 1 Item 1

NORTHLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held in the
Council Chambers, Northland Regional Council, 36 Water Street, Whangarei
Wednesday, 21 April 2010 commencing at 1.00 pm

File D2.2 (105.2)

Present

In Attendance

Opening Prayer

Cr Mark Farnsworth, Chairman
Cr lan Walker, Deputy Chairman
Cr John Bain

Cr Craig Brown

Cr Joe Carr

Cr Lorraine Hill

Cr Peter Jensen

Cr Bill Rossiter

Chief Executive Officer

Deputy CEO/Operations Director

Strategy and Planning Director

General Manager - Finance and IT

General Manager - Projects and Information
Community Relations Manager

Consents Programme Manager - Coastal
Regional Policy Senior Programme Manager
Communications Senior Programme Manager
Monitoring Senior Programme Manager
Maritime Senior Programme Manager

Civil Defence Emergency Management SPM
Communications Officer

Council Administration Programme Manager
Operations Director’s PA

The Council Administration Programme Manager read the opening prayer.

Declaration of Conflict of Interest

File D1.6 (100.1.2)

The Chairman gave members the opportunity to declare an interest on any item of
business on the agenda for the meeting. No declarations were made.

ltems of New Business

D2.2

Moved (Walker/Bain)

That the Council agrees to consider the following items of new business for the

reasons shown:
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Open Meeting

1 UPDATE ON OFFICIAL INFORMATION REQUEST — McKINLAY DOUGLAS
REPORT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT OPTIONS FOR NORTHLAND
This report supplements the information already contained in Item 4 of the
Agenda and was not available at the time the agenda was compiled.

Carried

The meeting agreed to the Chairman’s request that Item 22 - “Northland
Drought” be considered at the start of the meeting.

1. Confirmation of Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting held

on 17 March 2010
File D2.2 (105.2)

Moved (Walker/Hill)

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council, held on 17 March 2010 be
confirmed.

Carried

2. Chairman's Report
File D2.2.2 (105.4)
Report from Chairman Mark Farnsworth dated 9 April 2010.

Moved (Farnsworth/Brown)
That the Chairman's report dated 9 April 2010 be received.

Carried

3. Chief Executive Officer's Report
File D2.2.1 (105.3)
Report from Chief Executive Officer Ken Paterson dated 9 April 2010.

Moved (Walker/Brown)
That the Chief Executive Officer's report dated 9 April 2010 be received.
Carried

Matters Arising From CEQO’s Report

Maritime Incidents — Mooring in Shipping Channels

Cr Hill suggested that additional signage be placed at boat ramps to alert users to the
serious safety issue posed by such actions. The Harbourmaster agreed to look into
the suggestion and stated that a publicity campaign on the issue was being
undertaken. The Chairman asked the media present to take note of the issue and
suggested that they may wish to highlight it to their readers.
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4. Draft Submission — Far North District Council Unitary

Authority Proposal
File D1.1
Report from Chief Executive Officer Ken Paterson dated 13 April 2010.

Moved (Farnsworth/Walker)

1. That the report from the Chief Executive Officer dated 13 April 2010 be
received.
2. That a letter be sent to the Far North District Council expressing concern over

the way in which the unitary authority proposal material has been framed.

Carried

Supplementary — Update on Official Information Request —
McKinlay Douglas Report on Local Government Options for

Northland
Report from Chief Executive Officer Ken Paterson dated 20 April 2010.

Moved (Walker/Rossiter)
1. That the report from the Chief Executive dated 20 April 2010 be received.

2. That the Regional Council write to the Far North and Whangarei District
Councils expressing concern over the quality and accuracy of the contents of
the material being circulated to the public.

Discussion: Councillors expressed considerable concern over the fact that this
issue was diverting attention from the real issues facing Northland at present,
especially the drought situation. The material being circulated appeared to vary from
the inaccurate to deliberate lies and the documents obtained showed clear
predetermination on the matter. The meeting noted that the government had no
appetite for further local government restructuring at this time. Councillors agreed
that given they had declined to be part of the current flawed process; they would
continue to do so by not submitting on any of the district council proposals.

5. Draft Annual Plan 2010/2011 — Hearing Dates

File C8.3

Report from the Projects and Information Manager Linda Stansfield dated
7 April 2010.

Moved (Farnsworth/Jensen)

That the report from the General Manager Projects and Information dated 7 April
2010 be received and that Council requests to be heard at each of the Council
hearings as follows:

Far North District Council - 3 May at Kaikohe

Kaipara District Council — 7 May at Dargaville

Whangarei District Council — 10 May at Whangarei

Carried
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Leave of Absence
Moved (Walker/Jensen)
That Cr Rossiter is granted leave of absence for the period 1-14 May 2010.

Carried

6. Northland Events Centre Update

File T5.5.1

Report from Chief Executive Officer Ken Paterson dated 13 April 2010.
Moved (Bain/Brown)

That the report from the Chief Executive Officer on the Northland Events Centre
Update dated 13 April 2010, be received.

Carried

The Chairman requested that the CEO arrange an open day for the public of
Northland to view the Events Centre upon completion.

7. Local Government New Zealand - Annual General
Meeting and Conference
File C9.2

Report from Council Administration Programme Manager Dean Alderton dated
1 April 2010.

Moved (Farnsworth/Brown)

1. That the Council Administration Programme Manager's report dated 1 April
2009 be received.

2. That the Chairman, Chief Executive Officer (or nominee) and Councillors Carr
and Bain be authorised to attend the Annual General Meeting and conference
as this Council's delegates.

3. That the Chairman be the Council's Presiding Delegate and that he or any
other Council delegate nominated by him be authorised to exercise the
Council's vote at the Annual General Meeting.

Carried
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8. Local Government New Zealand - Annual General
Meeting 2010 — Remit Process
File C9.2

Report from Council Administration Programme Manager Dean Alderton dated
1 April 2010.

Moved (Jensen/Hill)

That the report from the Council Administration Programme Manager dated 1 April
2010 be received.

Carried

9. Local Government New Zealand Training for Councillors
File D1.4

Report from Council Administration Programme Manager Dean Alderton dated
7 April 2010.

Moved (Rossiter/Bain)

That the report from the Council Administration Programme Manager dated 7 April
2010, be received.

Carried

Cr Hill questioned whether there should be training made available for prospective
Council candidates prior to the elections so that they can have a better idea of the
work requirements and can begin the job on day one knowing what they need to do.
The Chairman agreed to write to Local Government New Zealand and raise the issue
with them.

10. Elections — Early Processing of Voting Papers
File D1.2
Report from Electoral Officer Linda Stansfield dated 8 April 2010.

Moved (Jensen/Brown)
That the report from the Electoral Officer dated 8 April 2010 be received and that
Council adopts the early processing of returned voting documents for the 2010
Northland Regional Council triennial elections, as permitted under Section 79 of the
Local Electoral Act 2001.

Carried
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11. Northland Regional Council 2010 Environmental

Curriculum Awards

Files C3.15.1

Report from Environmental Education Officer, Susan Botting, dated 7 April
2009.

Moved (Farnsworth/Walker)
1.  That the report by Environmental Education Officer dated 7 April 2010, on the

Northland Regional Council 2010 Environmental Curriculum Awards, be
received.

2.  That Crs Rossiter and Brown be confirmed as members of the judging sub-
committee for the Environmental Curriculum Awards 2010.

Carried

12. Financial Report — 31 March 2010
File C4.12
Report from Financial Accountant Kim Harvey dated 9 April 2010.

Moved (Bain/Carr)

That the Financial Report to 31 March 2010 from Financial Accountant Kim Harvey
dated 9 April 2010, be received.

Carried

13. Investment Schedule and Performance — Financial Report

— 31 March 2010
File C4.12
Report from Financial Systems Administrator Kym Ace dated 7 April 2010.

Moved (Rossiter/Walker)

That the Investment Schedule and Performance Financial Report to 31 March 2010
dated 7 April 2010, from the Financial Systems Administrator Kym Ace, be received.

Carried

14. Paid Accounts for Approval

File C4.30

Report from Payments Officer Rachel Hills dated 31 March 2010.
Moved (Brown/Rossiter)

That the report from the Payments Officer Rachel Hills dated 31 March 2010, be
received and the payments for March 2010 be confirmed.

Carried
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15. Council Bank Accounts — Cheque Signhatories
File C4.30
Report from General Manager Finance and IT Lisa Aubrey dated 1 April 2010.

Moved (Hill/Jensen)

1. Manual Signing
That any two of the following signatories be authorised to countersign cheques
for payments drawn on the Council's bank account numbers:

i 12-3115-0057000-00 Current Account operated at the ASB Bank Ltd,
Walton Street, Whangarei Branch and any other accounts, which the
Council may operate from time to time.

il. Call and term deposit accounts with the ASB and other registered trading
banks in New Zealand.

Approved signatories:

Kenneth Michael Paterson, Chief Executive Officer

Anthony Glenn Phipps, Deputy CEO/Operations Director

Linda Jane Stansfield, General Manager - Projects and Information
Simon John Crabb, Finance Manager

Lisa Aubrey, General Manager - Finance and IT

Kim Marie Harvey, Financial Accountant

2. That any of the following signatories are authorised to operate the BNZ bank
account No. 02-0492-00340027-00 at the BNZ Ltd, Bank Street, Whangarei.

Approved signatories:

Kenneth Michael Paterson, Chief Executive Officer

Anthony Glenn Phipps, Deputy CEO/Operations Director

Linda Jane Stansfield, General Manager - Projects and Information
Simon John Crabb, Finance Manager

Lisa Aubrey, General Manager - Finance and IT

Kim Marie Harvey, Financial Accountant.

4.  That vouchers or documents authorising manual or electronic transactions be
authorised by any one of the above personnel.

5. That electronic transactions prepared by finance staff be authorised by any one
of the above personnel in accordance with the delegations herein for the
respective banks.

6. Facsimile signing:
That the Chief Executive Officer is the sole signatory of Council cheques
signed by use of the cheque facsimile signing machine.

7. That these delegations, when approved, be notified to the ASB and the BNZ
Ltd for implementation.

Carried
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16. Lease Transactions
Files L117, LO36
Report from General Manager Finance and IT Lisa Aubrey dated 8 April 2010.

Moved (Walker/Jensen)

That the lease transactions and the use of the Council seal outlined in the report from
the General Manager Finance and IT, Lisa Aubrey, dated 8 April 2010, be approved.

Carried

17. Consents Decisions and Applications in Process,

Objections and Appeals

File E2.1

Report from Consents Senior Programme Manager Dr Rob Lieffering dated
1 April 2010.

Moved (Brown/Hill)

That the report from the Consents Senior Programme Manager Dr Rob Lieffering
dated 1 April 2010 on resource consent decisions and applications in process,
objections and appeals, be received.

Carried

18. Appointment of Hearings Committees

File D2.13

Report from the Acting Consents Senior Programme Manager Allan Richards
dated 15 April 2010.

Moved (Hill/Carr)

That, pursuant to Section 34A(1) of the Resource Management Act 1991, Mr Doug
Arcus, acting as Chairperson, and Mr Graeme Ridley, be delegated as
commissioners to hear and decide resource consent applications CON20102496401-
11 lodged by the Whangarei District Council for a proposed lower Hatea Bridge
and its associated structures and reclamation, together with related roading
earthworks and associated diversion and discharge of stormwater at Pohe Island and
Port Road, Whangarei.

Carried
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19. Report on Environmental Monitoring for the Period 1-31

March 2010
File E3.1
Report from Monitoring Senior Programme Manager Riaan Elliot dated 7 April 2010.

Moved (Brown/Rossiter)

1. That the report from the Monitoring Senior Programme Manager Riaan Elliot
dated 7 April 2010 be received.

2. That the follow-up action taken by staff resulting from monitoring or
environmental/maritime incidents 1-31 March 2010 be supported.

Carried

20. Minor Amendment to the Navigation Safety Bylaw

File R4.14

Report from Maritime Senior Programme Manager lan Niblock dated 31 March
2010.

Moved (Rossiter/Brown)

That the Northland Regional Council Navigation Safety Bylaw 2007 be amended to
incorporate the minor amendment to the Hot Work Permit forms proposed by the
Maritime Senior Programme Manager’s report of 31 March 2010.

Carried

21. Warrants of Appointment: Resource Management Act

1991

File C1.3, C6.2

Report from Deputy CEO/Operations Director Tony Phipps dated 31 March
2010.

Moved (Walker/Jensen)

1. That the report Warrants of Appointment: Resource Management Act 1991
from the Operations Director Tony Phipps dated 31 March 2010, be received.

2. That pursuant to section 38 of the Resource Management Act the officers
named below are authorised to exercise and carry out the functions and
powers as set out in sections 22, 332, 333 of the Act:

Emily Walker Water Allocation Officer
Michael Nager Environmental Monitoring Officer, Opua

Carried
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22. Northland Drought

File R2.2

Report from Civil Defence Emergency Management Senior Programme
Manager, Graeme MacDonald dated 15 April 2010.

The Operations Director gave a powerpoint presentation on rainfall and moisture
deficit figures for Northland, outlining the seriousness of the situation. Following this
the Chief Executive Officer gave a powerpoint presentation on the High Level
Assessment of the Economic Impact of the Northland Drought (at mid April) Collated
by Enterprise Northland — Figures from Dairy NZ and Meat and Wool.

Moved (Rossiter/Carr

That the report from the Civil Defence Emergency Management Senior Programme
Manager Graeme MacDonald dated 15 April 2010 be received.

Carried

Cr Walker requested that the CEO report back to the next meeting of the
Council on the current state of water infrastructure in Northland.

Cr Carr acknowledged the work of Regional Council staff and the way in which
they had constructively worked with the district councils on drought and water
issues.

23. Minerals Consultation

File G1.1and E1.4.1

Report from Resource Policy Senior Programme Manager Kathryn Ross dated
9 April 2010.

The Regional Policy Senior Programme Manager gave a powerpoint presentation
outlining the Governments proposals and how they relate to Northland.

Moved (Walker/Bain)

1. That the Mineral Consultation report from the Regional Policy Senior
Programme Manager dated 9 April 2010 be received.

2. That the Council agrees to make a submission on the “Stocktake of Schedule
4 of the Crown Minerals Act and beyond” discussion paper.

3. That the Council agrees that the scope of the Council’'s submission on the
“Stocktake of Schedule 4 of the Crown Minerals Act and beyond” should

i. broadly support further mineral investigation in Northland

ii. ask to be involved in future discussions with Enterprise Northland, MED,
industry and others about the nature, timing and funding of the
investigation work to be done in Northland

iii. support the addition of the Whangarei Harbour Marine Reserve

iv. ask the Government to consider developing a National Policy Statement/
National Environmental Standard for mining on DoC and other land.



Northland Regional Council - 19 May 2010 Page 11 Item 1

4. That the Regional Policy Senior Programme Manager prepares the
submission in accordance with agreed scope.

5. That given the significance of the issues and the potential future impacts in
Northland that the Chief Executive Officer and the Chairman sign the
submission on Council’s behalf.

Carried

Cr Carr suggested that any income derived from the DOC estate should be
reinvested back into better managing the asset.

24. Receipt and Adoption of Minutes of Audit and Finance

Committee Meeting held on 24 March 2010
File D2.10

Moved (Walker/Jensen)

That the Minutes of the Audit and Finance Committee meeting held on 24 March
2010 be received and adopted.

Carried

Business with the Public Excluded
File D2.2

Moved (Rossiter/Brown)

That pursuant to the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987,
the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting to consider:

1. Workshop with Office of Treaty Settlements
2. Northland Events Centre Update
3. Confirmation of Confidential Minutes of the Audit and Finance Committee

Meeting held on 24 March 2010
4, 2010/2011 Draft Statement of Intent — NRC Community Trust

The reason for excluding the public in relation to item 1 is to enable the Council to
carry on negotiations without prejudice or disadvantage and to protect information
which is subject to an obligation of confidence as permitted by sections 7(2)(c) and

7(2)(i).

The reason for excluding the public in relation to item 2 is public conduct of the
proceedings would be likely to result in the disclosure of information, the withholding
of which is necessary to allow the Council to conduct without prejudice or
disadvantage commercial activities pursuant to Section 7(2)(h) and (i) of the said Act

In relation to item 3, the reason for excluding the public are as stated in the Minutes
of that meeting.
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In relation to Item 4, the reason for excluding the public is to enable the Council to
carry on without prejudice or disadvantage negotiations in relation to draft documents
provided to the Council in confidence as permitted by section 7(2)(i).

Carried

Conclusion

The meeting concluded at 3.30 pm.

E:\COUNCIL\COUNCIL AGENDAS\2010 COUNCIL AGENDAS\MAY 2010\21 APRIL MINUTES OPEN COUNCIL.DOC
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Chairman’s Report
File D2.2.2
Report from Chairman, Mark Farnsworth, dated 7 May 2010.

INTRODUCTION

Having attended a number of the consultation meetings on the recommendations of
the McKinlay Douglas Limited Report, and read the consultation documents
produced by the Far North District Council (Putting the Local Back in Local
Government) and the Whangarei District Council (Your Council Northland’s Future),
the process is nothing short of a “witch hunt” which is targeting the integrity of the
Northland Regional Council. The information gained via the Official Information Act
clearly validates my contention about the process.

No business person, or for that matter right minded person, would support major
change without first gaining an understanding of the implications of that change. In
this instance there is an almost complete lack of financials. How can efficiencies and
effectiveness be determined with the lack of financials? The information uncovered
demonstrates that McKinlay has pointed out that a move to a unitary council may not
result in cost savings. The reality is that a unitary council may in fact cost ratepayers
more. McKinlay’s viewpoint has been ignored and has not been made known to
ratepayers and residents.

The report is reputed to be independent. From my individual perspective
independent means free from the input from councils. The reality is that the initial
report was subject to modification by way of direct submission from the three district
councils. The report does not represent MDL’s independent viewpoint. The current
process is a top down driven political agenda which needs to be exposed for what it
is.

While it is acknowledged that the MDL report has started a debate about the way
local government services are delivered in Northland, the current process is divisive
and fundamentally flawed. We need to put this process to one side and embark on a
journey that determines what Northland actually needs — a bottom up driven process
which has buy in from the community at large.

MEETINGS/EVENTS ATTENDED
During the period | have attended the following meetings/events/functions:

o Meetings attended with the Council’'s CEO, Ken Paterson:
- Meetings with Cr lan Walker and Allen Mortensen of Kaipara Lifestyler.
- Mayor Stan Semenoff, Whangarei District Council.
- Northland Mayoral Forum.
- Meetings with Cr lan Walker and Malcolm Morrison.
- Puhoi to Wellsford Political Liaison Group Meeting.
- Mike Mansell.
- Hon Rodney Hide and Hon John Carter - councillors also attended this meeting.
- Office of the Auditor General — Northland Events Centre investigation.
- Whangarei District Council — Mayor Stan Semenoff, CEO Mark Simpson, Events
Centre Manager, John Lynch — Official Opening of Northland Events Centre.

o Chaired the Culham Engineering Reclamation Hearing.
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) Bill Guest - regional matters.
) SH1 Whangarei (Kamo By-pass Stage Two) Sod Turning Ceremony.

o Attended the public meetings on the unitary authority proposals at Waipu and
Maungaturoto.

o Joint discussion with Environment Waikato and Environment Bay of Plenty held
in Hamilton on mangrove management and economic development.

o Michelle and I, along with Cr Joe Carr and Kate Carr, attended the Ballance
Farm Environment Awards held at the Copthorne Hotel, Bay of Islands.

o Visited Doug Schmuk’s Boatyard, Opua.
o Graham Stephens and Bill Guest — Cames Road.
o Whangarei District Council — Mayor Stan Semenoff and Cr Phil Halse —

McKinlay Douglas Report.

NETWORKING

o Meetings, as requested, with residents and ratepayers;
. Councillors;

o Media - Lois Williams, Radio New Zealand.

CORRESPONDENCE
During the month | sent out the following correspondence:
Date Addressed To Subject
06.04.10 | Deputy Director Extending an invitation to a
Binzhou City delegation from Binzhou City to visit
Republic of China NRC
07.04.10 | Conference Organiser Conference Sponsorship
Environmental Defence Society
07.04.10 | Lawrayne Hughes Northland Regional Council
Strategy and Planning Director Community Trust
Northland Regional Council
08.04.10 | Fiona Furrell Acknowledging receipt of a report and
advising appropriate NRC staff would
action
15.04.10 | Les Simmons Draft Code of Conduct for Hearing
Commissioners
15.04.10 | S Ajani GE
Secretary
GE FREE NORTHLAND
15.04.10 | Bill Guest Vested interest
Councillor
Kaipara District Council
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15.04.10 | Linda Newstrom-Lloyd Tress for Bees Phase Il Research
Landcare Research and Project
Shona Sluys

Federated Farmers Trees for
Bees Campaign

26.04.10 | Bill Bayfield Environment Bay of Plenty’s consent
CEO for mangrove removal

Environment Bay of Plenty

Recommendation
That the Chairman's report dated 7 May 2010 be received.

COMPLIANCE WITH DECISION MAKING PROCESS

The activities detailed in this report are provided for in the Council's 2009-2019 Long
Term Council Community Plan and as such are in accordance with the Council's
decision making process and sections 76 to 82 of the Local Government Act 2002.

E:\Administration\Chairman\2010\Agenda\Chairman's Report April 2010.doc
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Response to Councillor Forum on Electricity

File D2.2

Report from Infrastructure Senior Project Manager, Vaughan Cooper dated 4 May
2010.

INTRODUCTION

The Councillor Forum at the March Council meeting raised a number of matters in regard to
securing adequate affordable electricity for general use and securing adequate fuel/energy
for transport and industrial purposes.

The following key areas where identified for further investigation:

1. That the Northland Regional Council (NRC), as a vital part of the Northland Regional
Growth Strategy, quantifies the increased demand for electricity that would be
required to enable 50% of the region’s light vehicle fleet to operate on electric
power/methanol. (Heavy vehicles and machinery will continue to rely on diesel fuel).

2. That the NRC identifies locations and potential energy yields of geothermal, tidal
and wind electricity generation opportunities and compiles a brief SWOT analysis on
each.

3. That the NRC ascertains the security risks of the region’'s existing supply and

reticulation infrastructure. It is likely synergies such as a new 110 KVa line up the
eastern seaboard of the Far North District would secure supply to Kaitaia and
provide capacity for a wind farm at Ahipara.

4, That the NRC ensures that planning processes both enable and adequately address
the environmental effects of micro-hydro electricity production, so that the
community can use where appropriate, drop in turbines that are currently available.
This source of energy would be suitable for charging storage batteries for purposes
such as electric powered vehicles. (Note: in Government Policy Statement (GPS) |,
Government stated that such vehicles would be exempt of road users charges).

5. That the Regional Transport Strategy for Northland takes these matters into
account.
RESPONSE

Electric Vehicle Fleet

This matter is being addressed in the 30 Year Transport Strategy (the Transport Strategy)
for Northland which includes specific mention of undertaking such an investigation to
determine the implications of electric and or altenative fuel vehicles and the associated
energy generation requirements. It is anticipated that any moves towards alternative fuel
and electric vehicles will result in an increased demand on the electricity network. Any work
or investigation on this issue will need to be done in parallel with the consideration of
additional electricity generation including small scale or community scale hydro, wind and
solar opportunities.

This matter could also be considered in the development of the Growth Strategy and or as
in infrastructure investment opportunity identified through an implementation plan for the
Growth Strategy. It is recommended that this information be passed on to the appropriate
staff involved in the preparation of the Growth Strategy.
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Mapping of Potential Generation Areas

This information, including mapping, has been undertaken by a consultant working for the
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA). NRC holds a copy of the
assessment reports and mapping of potential generation areas. This information was
reported to Council at the time it was commissioned by EECA and a copy has been
provided separately to Cr Carr in response to this forum.

Understanding risks to Electricity Infrastructure

Staff have spent some time understanding the electricity supply situation in Northland and
undertake a regular review of Transpower, Top Energy and Northpower's forecasted
projects to address the security and supply of electricity to and within Northland. This has
resulted in a significant amount of effort and regional support being directed at the security
of supply issues through Auckland, substation upgrading within Northland and support for
the Kaikohe to Kaitaia second circuit proposal.

However it is acknowledged that this requires regular review of the status of the electricity
network, forecasted energy demand and comparisons with anticipated growth areas.

It is recommended that an informal forum of interested councillors be established to
regularly review this situation and be kept informed of proposals or issues that arise in
relation to electricity supply in Northland. This could be initiated by a workshop session on
the EECA assessments mentioned above along with an update on the current projects on
the national grid and local network.

Planning for Micro-Hydro

This matter is being addressed in the issues and options reports for the review of the
Regional Policy Statement. Councillors are involved in the process through the
Environmental Management Committee and ‘Workshop’ sessions.

It is noted that staff have ensured that a regionally consistent approach to renewable
electricity generation is developed by actively engaging in processes such as the recent
plan change to the Far North District Plan in regard to renewable energy generation.

Inclusion in Transport Strategy

As noted above, the matters raised have been addressed within the Transport Strategy.
The Transport Strategy includes specific mention of electric vehicles and associated
generation requirements. Note that the Transport Strategy is addressed in a separate item.

Recommendation

That the report from the Infrastructure Senior Project Manager dated 4 May 2010 be
received.

COMPLIANCE WITH DECISION MAKING PROCESS

The activities detailed in this report are provided for in the Council’'s 2009-2019 Long Term
Council Community Plan, and as such are in accordance with the Council’s decision making
process and sections 76-82 of the Local Government Act 2002.

G:\WORDDATA\Infrastructure\Response to Councillor Forum on Electricity.doc
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Chief Executive Officer’'s Report to Council

File D2.2.1 (105.3)
Report from Chief Executive Officer Ken Paterson dated 7 May 2010.

PROJECTS AND INFORMATION

ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS (EDRMS)
PROJECT UPDATE

The contract has been signed during the period with software supplier Objective.
The project will now move into the business analysis and definitions stage.

NORTHLAND EVENTS CENTRE

Staff from the Office of the Auditor General visited the Council during April.
Additional information was being requested about various aspects of the project
before the Office decides whether they wish to conduct any further investigations.

ANNUAL PLAN 2010/2011

The plan was publicly notified on 10 April and the submission period closes on
10 May. A Summary was circulated throughout Northland and an intensive
advertising campaign undertaken in the newspaper and radio to encourage members
of the public to make a submission by the closing date. Hearings will be held at the
Council's Whangarei office on 24 and 25 May, before the final plan is adopted by the
Council at its meeting on 16 June.

2010 TRIENNIAL ELECTIONS
Planning is continuing for the upcoming elections with nominations opening on
21 July 2010. The election will held be on 9 October 2010.

STAFF MATTERS

Leaving

Marie Belanger, GIS Officer finished her employment with the Council on 1 April
2010.

Susan Halliwell, Communications Officer (job share) finished her employment with
the Council on 6 April 2010. Susan will be used on a consultancy basis.

Derek Johnson, Policy Analyst finished his employment on 16 April 2010.

Curtis Harris finished his temporary employment as Land Management Officer on
9 April 2010.

Toni Lee Kemp finished her casual employment with the Council on 30 April 2010.

Appointments

Debbie Welsh, Projects and Information Team Admin/PA has been seconded to the
part time role of Online Communications Officer to cover for Tracey Morris while she
rehabilitates from an injury.

Jocelyn Yeoman has been appointed to the position of Communications Officer on a
full time basis with effect from 1 April 2010.

Mike Nager commenced employment as Environmental Monitoring Officer — Bay of
Islands on 6 April 2010.
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Evania Laybourn has had her fixed term employment and hours reviewed and with
effect from 6 April 2010 until 25 June 2010 she will work two days per week as Client
Services Officer.

Sandrine Le Gars commenced employment as Hydrology/Groundwater Monitoring
Officer on 26 April 2010.

Jo Hawira commenced employment as a casual on 26 April 2010.

Vacancies

An offer of employment has been made for the position of Democracy and Legal
Services Manager with a proposed start date of 8 June 2010.

The position of GIS Officer was advertised internally and externally during the month
with applications closing on 1 April 2010. Interviews have been held and an offer of
employment made. The proposed start date is 17 May 2010.

The position of Consents Officer is currently being advertised internally and
externally with applications closing on 20 May 2010.

Staff Establishment

Status April 2010 April 2009 March 2010
Full Time Permanent 120 119 122
Part Time (FTE) 11.8* 16 10
Fixed Term (incl Part Time FTE) 6 4 6
Students/TFG 3 3 3
Vacancies 6 6 5
TOTAL FTE 146.8 148 146
Note: * Some part time staff were reported as full time in previous reports

External Training

Training Course Dates 2010 Venue Attendees
Leadership for Middle Tier LG Managers 12-4 April Wellington | D Alderton
Workshop for Multivariate Analysis 12-6 April Auckland R Griffiths
SOLGM Financial Management Seminar 12-13 April | Rotorua K Harvey

Internal Training

Eighteen staff attended Monitoring Refresher training on 9 April 2010.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

There are no significant incidents to report.

ADMINISTRATION

There were no complaints made against the Council and/or staff members during the
month of April 2010. All complaints have been responded too.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS

Northland’s media was monitored for items of interest to the Council. Media releases
were sent to appropriate media concerning the following:
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Holiday weekend rain does little to ease drought

Have your say on NRC's Draft Annual Plan

$20,000 schools’ Environmental Curriculum Awards open
Rain great - but no drought breaker

Bream Bay ‘oil spill’ to test authorities

The Chairman’s ‘Northern Matters’ column covered the Draft Annual Plan and the
impact both submissions and the current drought conditions have on the decision-
making process.

‘From Where | Sit’ covered the extreme drought conditions and the financial impact it
is having on Northland’s economy.

WEBSITE

Highlights:

Numerous Draft Annual Plan submissions have been made using the online
submission feature on our website.

Monthly Usage:

April 2010 | March 2010 | Feb 2010 Jan 2010 Dec 2009
Visits® 13,752 16,030 14,618 13, 136 9,910
Page views® 45,639 49,843 50,530 44,469 31,045

1. Visits represent the number of individual sessions initiated by all the visitors to
your site.
2. Page views shows the total number pages viewed on our website

Most popular pages in April 2010:
o Rainfall Data

e CityLink Bus Service
e Job vacancies

e River Flow Data

e Environment section
EDUCATION

Northland Regional Council Environmental Curriculum Award

Northland Regional Council’s $20,000 Environmental Curriculum Awards opened on
19 April. Promotional material was sent to more than 150 Northland schools alerting
them to the Awards. Councillors Craig Brown and Bill Rossiter were selected at the
April Council meeting as judges for the 2010 Awards selection process.

Northland Regional Council School Visits
April school visits worked with 160 students and eight teachers. School visits were
held with Onerahi and Ngunguru schools. Topics covered included bush biodiversity
and coastal-based Environmental Education.

Sir Peter Blake Youth Environment Forum

Four Northland senior secondary school students represented Northland at the
Ministry for the Environment’'s National Sir Peter Blake Youth Environment Forum in
Wellington. The event was held during the second week of the term one school
holidays 12-15 April. The students were selected by NRC with one representative
each from Kamo High School, Ruawai College, Springbank (near Kerikeri) and
Whangarei Boys' High School. A teacher chaperone from Kamo High School was
also selected to accompany the Northland students to Wellington.
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ENVIROSCHOOLS

Second Newsletter for 2010 distributed

The term two Northland Enviroschools newsletter was distributed at the beginning of
the new term. This newsletter highlighted environmental learning and action at
Kaitaia College, Kamo Primary, Pouto, St Francis Xavier, Tangowahine, Tautoro and
Whangarei Heads schools and Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Taumarere, Te Kura
Taumata o Panguru and Te Wharekura o Te Rawhitiroa. Articles also covered
EcoHut Challenge results, Te Aho Tu Roa — Kotuia! progress (national event for
senior Maori students in Kura), tour of Northland secondary Enviroschools, NRC
Environmental Curriculum Award, fair trade fortnight, recommended resources and
upcoming professional development opportunities.

Teacher and Student Workshops Planned

Planning is underway for both primary and secondary workshops this term. The
workshop for the primary and intermediate sector will be held on 19 May, in
Whangarei, and is directed at teachers new to environmental education. Teachers
will explore the links between the NZ Curriculum, the Guidelines for Environmental
Education in NZ Schools and the Enviroschools Programme. They will also
investigate practical planning ideas for integration into their school curriculum.

The secondary workshops, to be held in both Whangarei and the Mid/Far North, will
involve both teachers and students. Participants will take stock on what is happening
in environmental education at their schools, reflect on the meaning of ‘sustainability’,
clarify links between action, environmental education and Enviroschools and learn
how to slot envirogroup leaders into the NCEA Education for Sustainability
Achievement Standards.

The workshops will be run in conjunction with the Enviroschools Foundation, the
Department of Conservation and the Tai Tokerau Education Centre.

School Visits

Due to the school holidays, facilitators worked with a smaller number of schools
during April. The schools included Dargaville Intermediate, Hurupaki, Mangamuka,
St Francis Xavier, St Joseph's, Whananaki and Whangaruru schools. All secondary
Enviroschools participated in email communications.

IWI LIAISON

During April, NIWA with NRC and members of the Whangarei Harbour Kaitiaki Ropu
visited One Tree Point West and Takahiwai to complete final monitoring of the small
scale transplant trials of seagrass. At the time of the visit it was noted that seagrass
has re-colonised a large proportion of the Takahiwai shoreline. Since the last
monitoring event in October 2009, there appears to have been substantial growth
and expansion of the seagrass meadows. This is due both in part, to previous trials
of small scale transplantation and also natural recovery. At this time it was decided
that it would be inappropriate to undertake the large scale transplanting project
previously endorsed by Council. As with the large scale cockle translocation project,
it is likely the project will be postponed until later this year.

Te Runanga o Whaingaroa presented both the Regional and Far North District
Councils with their Draft lwi Environmental Management Plan (IMP). The project to
compile an IMP is being co-funded by both Councils. A final version of the document
is due to be completed by December 2010.
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The Iwi Liaison Officer and one of the Policy Specialists attended a Sites of
Significance hui. This is a joint project between Repo Consultancy and the
Whangarei District Council. It is aimed at providing a template for hapu/iwi should
they wish to pursue the mapping of their site.

FINANCE AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

FINANCE

Year to date, Council is showing a surplus before extraordinary items of $785K
against a budgeted deficit of $211K. The variance is primarily due to expenditure
tracking behind budget as a result of budget phasing. We are expecting expenditure
to catch up over the remaining financial year.

FORESTRY

Forest Harvesting

= The harvest of the 1977 area (26 ha, approximately 13,000 tonnes) over
summer 2009/10 has continued.

= The harvest operation has now had three full months of production
(February, March and April).

= Total harvest to date is 10,730 tonnes or 82% of total estimated for block.

= There remains only about two weeks of harvest to complete the area.

= Actual costs for April and the harvest to date are in line with the net return
estimates.

= When NRC agreed (October 2009) to harvest in the 2009/10 summer, the
net return estimate from Northland Forest Managers (NFM) [the contracted
Harvesting and Marketing Agent for the 1977 harvest area] was $440,000,
the current estimated net return is $520,000, down on the previous estimate
of $570,000 due to stand gaps and numerous small unstocked areas. Total
net return to date is (provisional) approximately $470,000.

= The end of May will see the final clean up of the harvest area with respect to
site condition, roading, water and soil and environmental matters.

. Council’'s forest Consultant (Chandler Fraser Keating) is handling the
contract administration with NFM on our behalf.

Forest Development Programme

= Forest development programme for the 2009/10 year started in April with the
2nd prune [(VLP(2)] of the 2002 area (37 ha).

= As soon as harvest is complete, the re-planting of the harvested 1977 area
will have to be planned, particularly the cutover assessment and site
preparation required prior to planting in winter.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

IRIS

The IRIS (Integrated Regional Information System) Project is in its early stages and
gaining momentum from Councils' participation and engagement. This Council has
taken an active role in the analysis and design of the first phase of the Consents
module which is now nearing sign-off. The majority of work completed to date has
been building the application framework with some core functionality around
Contacts and Locations now being tested by participating Councils. This Council will
continue to take an active role throughout the design and development of the
Consents and Compliance Monitoring modules, scheduled through until March 2011.

Infrastructure
In August, the purchase of a Storage Area Network (SAN) and back-up solution was
approved. Work on the SAN project continues.
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STRATEGY AND PLANNING

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLANNING

National Submissions

Staff prepared the Chairman and CEO’s submission on behalf of Council to the
Minister of Justice on the Government’s review of the Foreshore and Seabed Act
2004 on 30 April 2010.

On 4 May 2010 we also made a submission on the Ministry of Economic
Development and Department of Conservation Minerals Consultation discussion
paper, as per the Council discussion and resolution at its 21 April 2010 meeting.

Regional Policy Statement (RPS) — 10 Year Review

Staff continued to develop and refine the draft issues and options for inclusion in a
public discussion document on the content of the new RPS. To date 13 regionally
significant topics have been identified and will form the core workstreams being
progressed by staff. They are: coastal management, natural hazards, water quality,
water quantity, growth and infrastructure, climate change, biodiversity and
ecosystems, outstanding landscapes and outstanding natural features, land
management and soil conservation, air quality, heritage protection, waste, and
hazardous substances/contaminated land.

Workshops and individual meetings were held with key stakeholders to seek their
views on the key issues and potential key solutions to address them. (Workshops
and meetings with Councillors, internal staff and external key stakeholders will be
ongoing throughout the development and refinement of the Issues and Options
discussion document).

On 21 April 2010, Councillors discussed the future relationship Council could have
with Maori, especially between governance entities. The development of this
relationship will affect, amongst other things, the process for developing the new
RPS and the content, buy-in to and potential effectiveness of the future RPS.
Working with the Council on revitalising this governance relationship and continuing
work with the Iwi/CEOs' Forum on the development of the relationship and the new
RPS. The Iwi/CEOs' Forum has agreed that Council staff should engage with their
Iwi resource management experts and see if they can develop a collaborative
process/project around, at least initially, the issues and options for the new RPS.
Staff held an initial hui with the resource management experts from lwi and Te Uri 0
Hau and Te Roroa to discuss the process, timeframes and development of the new
RPS. These discussions have been positive and we are confident that this will form
the start of a healthy relationship at the technical level, which we hope will flow
beyond the development of the Issues and Options Document.

During May staff will be visiting a number of Councils that are more advanced in the
development of their 2™ generation RPSs to learn from their experiences, share
information and best practice, acquire evidence, discuss and find ways to address
cross boundary concerns, that will increase the effectiveness and efficiency of our
RPS development process and enable better evidence to be presented to Council to
aid its future decision making on the RPS.

Plan Change 2 (Animal Effluent Discharges) to the Regional Water and Soil
Plan

As previously reported, a consent order to resolve all outstanding points of appeal on
Plan Change 2 (Animal Effluent Discharges) was filed with the Environment Court
prior to Christmas.
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The presiding Judge has raised concerns surrounding the subjective nature of one of
the proposed amendments to permitted activity rule 16.01.01. Negotiations have
continued and it looks likely that agreement on amended wording to meet the
presiding Judge’s concerns has been reached. It is anticipated that a consent order
to resolve this matter will be in circulation before the end of the month and that Plan
Change 2 will be operative by the end of June 2010.

Regional Coastal Plan Change 1 (Moorings and Marinas)

Council approved the initiation of a variation to this plan change to do away with
Mooring Management Plans (February 2010 meeting). Consequently, a request was
made to the Minister of Conservation to put on hold her approval of the plan change.
Key stakeholders have been notified of the intended variation. Councillors have
indicated that they have a range of issues they would like staff to consider. A
Councillor workshop on issues and options is likely to be held in June 2010.

Regional Coastal Plan Change 2 (Marine 1 Review — Whangarei Harbour) and
Regional Coastal Plan Change 3 (Mangrove Management)

The Minister of Conservation approved the two plan changes on 17 February 2010.
The next step is to present the plan changes to Council for it to resolve the operative
date, ie from when the plan changes will become part of the Regional Coastal Plan.
We aim to present them at the June 2010 Council meeting.

Regional Coastal Plan Change 4 (Aquaculture Management)

Resolution of appeals is on hold. The Judge has directed the Council to report back
to the Court by 29 October 2010 on the progress of the new legislation. One party
wishes to continue to resolve the Maori specific provisions, which are likely to be
unaffected by any changes to the legislation. Proposed wordings have been
circulated to the parties. The Judge directed the Council to report back to the Court
by 30 August 2010 on this matter.

OTHER PLANNING MATTERS

Land Use and Subdivision Applications

During April 2010, seven resource consent applications were received from the
Whangarei, Kaipara and Far North District Councils. There were six non-notified
applications and one notified application. The Council provided comments on two
applications, regarding land disturbance activities and stormwater management. No
formal submissions were made this month.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Councillor Forum

A response to Councillor Carr's Councillor Forum in regard to securing adequate
affordable electricity for general use and securing adequate fuel/energy for transport
and industrial purposes, is addressed in a separate agenda item to this meeting.

Regional Land Transport Strategy

The final version of the 30 Year Transport Strategy for Northland (the Strategy) is
being presented to the Regional Transport Committee meeting on 18 May and is the
subject of a separate agenda item to this meeting. It is anticipated that the Strategy
will be made operative on 31 May 2010.



Northland Regional Council - 19 May 2010

Page 25 It

OPERATIONS

CONSENTS
Consents in Process

During April 2010, a total of 82 Decisions were issued. A copy of these decisions are
circulated under separate cover. These decisions comprised:

1

o~ h~oOO

24
11

75

Moorings

Coastal Permits

Air Discharge Permits
Land Discharge Permits
Water Discharge Permits
Land Use Consents
Water Permits

Bore Consents

Applications were received.

Of the 483 applications in progress at the end of April:

238  were received more than 12 months ago (most awaiting further
information);
31  were received between 6 and 12 months ago (most awaiting further
information);
214 less than 6 months.
MONITORING

HOTLINE — ENVIRONMENTAL INCIDENTS
Incidents investigated 1-30 April 2010
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COASTAL

Microbial source tracking was undertaken in water in Kerikeri Inlet. This investigation
will assist NRC staff in determining management options of these sources. Sources
of animal excrement (eg geese, duck, shag, goat, sheep, cows, possum, human etc)
were collected and analysed for their DNA profile in a bid to help monitoring staff
identify the exact source of contamination to our waterways. Previously DNA profiles
have only allowed staff to identify between herbivore, human and wildfowl.

Water quality was measured this month in the Bay of Islands, Whangaroa,
Whangarei, Hokianga and Kaipara Harbours.

Compliance monitoring of coastal structures (new and existing) and marinas was
completed.

Community Consultation

A meeting with the Bay of Islands Maritime Park Inc group was attended this month
to discuss results of the monitoring of seagrass in the Eastern Bay of Islands. NRC
and NIWA'’s work showed there has been a 60% loss of seagrass since the late
1960s. The cause of this loss is being investigated.

A meeting with Waiora Hokianga was attended to discuss results of the water and
shellfish monitoring. Monitoring over the last three months shows good water and
shellfish quality.

Estuarine Monitoring and Management Issues

The Estuarine Monitoring Programme continued this month with sampling in Kerikeri
and Kaipara Harbours. The aim of this programme is to assess the health of the
estuary and monitor changes to estuary health over time.

The Sediment Accumulation Rate (SAR) project continued this month in the Kerikeri
and Kaipara Harbours.

WATER RESOURCES

Drought conditions in Northland continue to be extreme. Rainfall amounts during
April varied between 30% and 90% of normal rainfall. On 5 April a localised, intense
rainfall event occurred near Pukenui in the Far North. Rainfall amounts reported
included 144mm over three hours and 170mm over four hours. On 27 April, two
northerly fronts brought much needed rain to the eastern areas of Northland. Rainfall
amounts varied from just 7.5mm at Tara near Mangawhai through to 68.5mm in the
Kerikeri area, 74.5mm at Puhipuhi and 76.5mm at Ohaeawai. Ohaeawai and
Puhipuhi recorded 34mm and 36 mm respectively over one hour. The rain was quite
variable, with other areas of the North which desperately needed it, not faring so well.

Over the past six months, from November 2009 to April 2010, the cumulative rainfall
for Northland had varied from 23% to 53% of the expected rainfall. Overall,
Northland had received only 38% of the expected rainfall that would occur between
November and April. This equates to a 400mm deficit.

Low ground water levels are now having a significant effect on the river flows.
Rainfall is providing some temporarily relief to the low river flows, however flows
return to critical levels within a few days. Substantial rain is required to recharge
groundwater levels and river flows. Above average rain throughout winter and even
into spring is required for the region’s water resources to properly recover from the
drought and escape similar problems next summer.
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Rivers in the Kaitaia, Hokianga and many east coast areas down as far as
Whangarei continue to remain at critical levels. The Awanui River at Kaitaia
recorded 13% of the expected April flows; the Maungaparerua Stream (a tributary of
the Kerikeri River) and the Wairua River recorded 10%.

The National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research has indicated the El Nifio
in the tropical Pacific is fading fast and is likely to be gone by June. Eastern regions
of both Islands are likely to experience normal or below normal rainfalls. In the driest
parts of the country, low soil moistures and stream flows are likely to continue into
winter.

Map 1 Rainfall April 2010 Map 2: River flows April 20101
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WASTE MANAGEMENT

Chemical Collection

Chemicals disposed of this month total 473.5kg, being 142.4kg corrosive chemicals,
120kg toxic chemicals and 54kg eco-toxic chemicals.

Department of Labour Hazardous Substances Contract

Eleven sites were visited, of which five were new sites. Of these five, three are
boatbuilders and all show significant non-compliances, and will be closely monitored.
This issue was raised with the Department of Labour during the quarterly meeting
and it was agreed that the boatbuilding industry will be a focus of compliance work
for the next quarter.

COMPLIANCE MONITORING

The results of compliance monitoring for April 2010 are provided in graphical format
below. Data is also provided on compliance levels year to date and compared with
last year’s monitoring results.
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800 - Resource Consent Compliance: 1 - 30 April 2010

75 B Significant Non Compliance
O Minor Non Compliance
@ Full Compliance

Water Takes and Discharges i Coastal Land Use
Bores

Water Quality and Discharge Monitoring

Seventy-three percent of discharges monitored over the period were fully compliant
with consent conditions. There were five significantly non-compliant discharges.
Four of these were FNDC wastewater treatment plants (Taipa, Paihia, Kaikohe and
Kaeo). Upgrade and consenting issues are currently being worked through with
FNDC. The WDC wastewater treatment plant at Hikurangi was also significantly
non-compliant. A report has been requested on how a leak through a bund wall will
be fixed.

Farm Dairy Effluent
Follow-up visits to all the significantly non-compliant farms are almost complete.

A meeting was held with DairyNZ consulting officers to raise their awareness and
provide training on the most pressing effluent non-compliance issues.

Land Use Monitoring

There were no significant non-compliances for land use monitoring for April. This is a
good outcome, especially given the number of sites that have been monitored during
the month.

Water Take Monitoring

The lack of rain is continuing to have significant impacts on urban reticulated water
supplies. The shortage of water also continues to have very serious impacts on
farmers, irrigators, industry and horticulturist.

Rivers in the Kaitaia, Hokianga and many east coast areas down as far as
Whangarei still remain at critical levels. Water supplies to some townships in the Far
North and Whangarei districts are in jeopardy due to the extreme low flows, although
April rain has stabilised stream flows in the South Hokianga area (Opononi, Omapere
and Rawene).
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Water shortage directions have been reissued to the Awanui River catchment and
Kaitaia. The water shortage direction for Kawakawa and Moerewa has not been
reissued but is currently under review based on further river flow assessments

In Whangarei taking of water from rivers to supply the Whangarei district has been
reduced and there is now a greater reliance on the Whau Valley Dam. A water
shortage direction is being assessed for the WDC water take on the Hatea River to
provide some relief to the dam supply.

As a result of the ongoing drought, extensive monitoring of surface water takes
continued. Approximately 112 compliance events were entered on the database, of
which one was significantly non compliant and five were minor non compliances.
Over 70 river, stream and spring flow measurements were completed to check
continuation flow requirements.

Council staff continued to work closely with the FNDC, WDC and major water users
as river flows recede further. There had been no reported constraints with the water
supplies in the Kaipara district.

ENFORCEMENT

Abatement Notices

Ten abatement notices were issued in April. These related to the following activities:
e Five for earthworks.

Two for sewage discharges.

One for clearing vegetation in a wetland.

One for dredging in the CMA.

One for an industrial discharge.

Infringement Notices

Three infringement notices were served during April. These were for:
e One for water take.

e One for sewage discharge.

e One for clearing vegetation in a wetland.

Other Enforcement

Three farm dairy effluent prosecutions are in process. Charges have now been laid
and served on all parties. No pleas have been entered to date. A court hearing in
May has been set for the first of these prosecutions.

The prosecution against various parties for the deposition of soil and other materials
at Ngunguru Ford Road had a final sentencing date of 19 April, however this has now
been deferred to a judicial teleconference scheduled for 6 May. Discharge without
conviction against all defendants will be granted subject to completion of site
remediation and matters agreed at the restorative justice conference.

Four emergency works directions have been issued under section 330 of the RMA.
Three of these were for work in a wetland. The fourth was issued to FNDC to enable
land application of effluent from the Kaitaia wastewater treatment plant. This was
necessary to avoid the discharge of effluent containing high levels of toxic algae to
the Awanui River.

MARITIME

OIL SPILL RESPONSE AND PREPAREDNESS

Maritime staff responded to eight oil spill incidents during April. Most incidents were
minor in nature.
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An accident at a Whangarei boat yard required the clean-up of an estimated 40 litres
of engine oil. The oil had escaped from a damaged fishing vessel that had toppled
from its cradle during removal from the water for repairs. Sorbent booms and pads
were used to recover most of the oil and a small amount of dispersant applied on oil
that had escaped the containment booms. Response costs will be recovered from
the boat yard owner once final costs have been collated.

The Northland Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan was significantly updated and the
new version distributed to controlled copy holders.

Memoranda of Understanding with the key response partners; New Zealand Refining
Company, Northport, North Tugz and the Department of Conservation were reviewed
and updated.

Preparation for a major oil spill response exercise (to be held in May) continued.
Resource consent was granted for the simulated beach clean-up that will be a
component of the exercise.

NAVIGATION, SAFETY AND MARITIME OPERATIONS

Port and Harbour Safety

Navigation and safety advice was provided for the proposed lower Hatea River
bridge crossing; for a proposed new navigation beacon at Paihia and to the master of
a super yacht (below the pilotage tonnage) visiting the Bay of Islands.

Maritime Incidents

There were 19 maritime incidents reported during April. Most of these were minor in
nature and impact and were dealt with using standard procedures. The response to
the grounding and sinking of a 42-foot yacht off Whatuwhiwhi is ongoing with the
American insurance company in the process of vetting tenders for the removal of the
yacht's remains.

Aids to Navigation Failures

New batteries were installed to remedy navigation light failures at Tutukaka No. 6
port hand beacon, Tohunga Beacon at Rangaunu and Ariawa Creek port hand
beacon at Houhora. Follow up of a reported navigation light failure at Kissing Point
found the light working correctly.

Aids to Navigation Maintenance

An upgrade of aids to navigation and maintenance of existing aids was completed on
Rangaunu and Houhora harbours. Feedback received from the respective harbour
wardens has been very positive and the work much appreciated by harbour users.
“Waikare” was returned to Opua at the conclusion of the work.

A new top-mark was fitted to No. 5 starboard hand mark at McLeod Bay, Whangarei
and the base for the Pakatahi beacon in the Bay of Islands was rebuilt.

Item 4

TRANSPORT OPERATIONS

Total Mobility — March 2010

Total No of Monthly | Monthly _ Year/Date | Year/Date _

clients | taxi trips Actual Budget | Variance Actual Budgeted | Variance
Expend | Expend Expend Expend

1158 2877 | $16,150 | $17,166 | $1,016 $146,015 | $154,494 | $8,479

Staff are still in the process of assessing the financial implication that Phase 1 and 2
of the National Total Mobility Review will have on the Whangarei Scheme.
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In addition to the above, an Assessors meeting was attended in Auckland in an effort
to gauge the extent of additional work that the Total Mobility Agencies will be
required to undertake. This includes awaiting a proposed national directive resulting
in agencies being eligible to receive financial compensation for assessing clients. It
is unclear at this time as who will be expected to bear these additional costs.

The Total Mobility wheel chair hoist vans are now fully operational. No formal
complaints were received from clients during the month.

Negotiations with the New Zealand Transport Agency have resulted in additional
funding being secured to ensure that contracted service providers continue to receive
the $10 flat payment per hoist lift for the full 2009/2010 financial year.

The management of Kiwi Cabs in Whangarei has recently been taken over by “Alert
Cabs” of Auckland. This will result in the need to re-negotiate the existing Total
Mobility Service Provider Contract agreement with the new management company.

The annual Total Mobility Passenger Survey conducted, as required by the New
Zealand Transport Agency, was completed during the month, with 80% of the
respondents rating the service as “Very Good” or “Excellent”. This exceeds the 75%
as contained in the 2009/2019 LTCCP Levels of Service.

City Link Whangarei — April 2010
Passenger and revenue statistics are unavailable at this time.

During the month under review, passenger surveys were undertaken on the
contracted City of Whangarei Bus Service. This survey is a statutory requirement of
the New Zealand Transport Agency. Sixty three percent of the passengers rated the
services as “Very Good” or “Excellent”. This falls below the targeted level of 75%
contained in the LTCCP Levels of Service. These findings however contradict the
steady passenger growth that this service has experienced. When including those
passengers that rated the service as “Good”, the satisfaction level rose to 98.2%.

Super Gold Card Scheme

Negotiations with the New Zealand Transport Agency have resulted in additional
funding being secured to ensure that the Super Gold Card Scheme in Whangarei can
continue to the end of the 2009/2010 financial year.

Road Safety
Fatal crashes for the Northland region as at midnight 30 April 2010:

Lgﬁglugggétzga Total for all | Year to date | Year to date A'\Avner;:gle

Highways) of 2009 2009 2010 2005/2009
Far North 15 2 7 13
Whangarei 16 6 2 12
Kaipara 4 1 4
Northland region 35 8 10 29
Rodney 16 6 6 16
Auckland region 75 37 24 70

Stock Truck Effluent Dump Sites

A report on the progress of the stock truck effluent dump sites for Northland will be
presented to the May 2010 Regional Transport Committee meeting. This will include
the concept report for the proposed effluent dump site at Pakaraka on State Highway
IN.
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Regional Walking and Cycling Safety Workshop

A number of meetings were held during the month with the New Zealand Transport
Agency and cycle representatives. These meetings have concentrated on identifying
those roads that are mostly used by cyclists for training or recreational purposes.
These roads were then prioritised according to use. These lists will be utilised in
identifying those roads where signs warning of cycle activity can be best placed.

Regional Development Funded Projects
At their meeting held on 3 March 2010, the Regional Development Joint Committee
agreed to:

Review the current Regional Transport Plans (RD improvement programmes)
from both regions and provide an objective assessment of the relative priorities of
each remaining, new or uncompleted roading project independent of the region in
which they occur.

The objective for the Review is to obtain the greatest economic benefit from the
use of the remaining funding. This is to be done by assessing the future regional
economic benefit that will be derived from each project. In the process of making
these assessments, the reviewers are to ensure that the least cost option has
been chosen for each project, consistent with maximising economic benefit.

A draft report on the Regional Development Funding Projects Review — April 2010
was received from the consultants on 16 April 2010. Copies of the draft report were
circulated to all persons and organisations concerned for their comment.

Initial observation of the document highlights that the three District Councils of
Northland show estimated 7.1% - 28.5% savings when compared to the 2008 cost
options provided. The Tairawhiti Region however is requesting a 99% increase in
funding in order to complete its originally approved projects.

A report on the content of the Draft Report on Regional Development Funding
Projects Review — April 2010 will be presented to the May 2010 Regional Transport
Committee meeting for their consideration.

Rugby World Cup 2011

A national Rugby World Cup 2011 transport meeting was held on 26 April 2011. This
meeting concentrated on those issues that regions could potentially face with regard
to Traffic Management Plans and general transport issues during this period.

A regional Rugby World Cup 2011 workshop is scheduled for 11 May 2010. This
meeting will be attended by representatives from: -

Northland Regional Council;

Whangarei and Far North District Councils;
Enterprise Northland;

New Zealand Transport Agency;

New Zealand Police;

New Zealand Fire Services;

St John Ambulance Service; and

Civil Defence Emergency Management

The Kaipara District Council have stated that they will be involved only as necessary.
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CIVIL DEFENCE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT (CDEM)

The CDEM Group continues to monitor the ongoing drought conditions and since
February a weekly situation report (“Sitrep”) has been produced by the Northland
CDEM Group. The Sitrep provides a weekly region-wide overview of the situation
and is being circulated to a variety of interested parties. At a national level MCDEM
are now monitoring the situation. The next Rural Support Trust Drought Committee
meeting is scheduled for 13 May.

In November 2009 MCDEM carried out a Monitoring and Evaluation exercise across
the Northland CDEM Sector which involved a series of interviews with a number of
key personnel. In April officials from MCDEM met with the Chairs of the CDEM and
CEG and the CDEM Manager to outline the findings of the finalised Capability
Assessment Report. The full report findings and recommendations are to be
reported to the next CDEM Group meeting in June.

The fifth Annual CDEM Forum was held at Forum North in Whangarei on 16 April.
The Forum was very well attended with approximately 165 personnel from the
emergency services, partner organisations and community groups present. The
focus of the Forum speakers was on tsunami and included several very informative
presentations from the scientific community.

Over the weekend of 17/18 April a two-day Core Skills course was held for ten
volunteers. On 26-28 April a three-day CIMS Level 4 course was attended by
fourteen personnel. The Northland CDEM Group recently had an application to Tai
Poutini Polytechnic to become a sponsor client for the 2010 year approved. As a
sponsored client, the group qualifies for a 50% discount on course fees for the year.
A total of nine courses are planned for the year.

The NRC CDEM officer continues to provide assistance to the WDC in the
development of nine Community Response Plans (CRPs) identified as being
priorities. During April a number of preplanning meetings have been held with the
various community groups and one draft plan has been completed. In addition the
NRC in consultation with Kaipara District Council, has agreed to facilitate the
finalisation of the Mangawhai CRP.

On 30 April, the CDEM Senior Programme Manager attended AUT to provide a
presentation on recovery to a group of third year students who are completing risk
and emergency management papers.

LAND AND RIVERS MANAGEMENT

LAND MANAGEMENT

Northland Biodiversity Website Project

A contract was let to Koordinates Ltd as the successful tenderer for the construction
of the Biodiversity website which will be launched in August. The costs of the
website development are being met through a DOC TIFBIS (Terrestrial and
Freshwater Biodiversity Information Systems) grant awarded to the NRC.

Wetlands

Wildland Consultants have commenced scoring and ranking of the remaining 336
Top Wetlands in the Council’s wetlands database and this work is scheduled for
completion by 21 May. An estimated 17% of these will require further survey to
obtain sufficient information to complete the ranking and this work will be undertaken
by Land Management staff.
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Lakes

Staff assisted NIWA with underwater surveillance and ecological monitoring for the
Northland annual dune lakes programme. A total of 17 lakes were covered. Lake
levels were down this year due to drought conditions, and water clarity had improved
at many of the lakes. Many of the lake margins were being impacted by stock
grazing. Staff are considering which lakes are a priority for riparian management and
will develop a list of lakes for targeting improvements with land owners.

CoastCare

Site visits were conducted in Omapere, Opononi and Whananaki South. A meeting
of the Hokianga Harbour Foreshore Restoration Society was attended at which the
future of the Society was discussed. The Society will hold an Annual General
Meeting before the end of July.

Vehicles on Beaches

The CoastCare Co-ordinator attended the Kerikeri Country Fair to provide
information on Vehicles on Beaches, and other CoastCare projects, in conjunction
with Police and ACC staff. The day was well attended and a large number of people
visited the stand.

Recreational Bathing Water Catchment Survey

Staff have concluded catchment surveys at Otamure Bay, Langs Beach, Coopers
Beach and Ocean Beach as part of the response to poor water quality at these sites.
Staff have contacted landowners in the Otamure and Coopers Beach catchments
and are working towards fencing off streams and wetlands on these properties, with
the help of the Environment Fund.

Ballance Farm Environment Awards

The 2010 Ballance Farm Environment Awards ceremony was held, with the supreme
award received by Brian and Gaye Simms of Kaitaia for their 112 ha (70ha effective)
dairy unit. Merit awards went to the following;

e NZ Farm Environment Award Trust Livestock Farm Award - Sandy and Sharyn
Moore of Pipiwai.

e PGG Wrightson Land and Life Award was shared jointly by John and Christine
Pederson of Parakao, and Ken and Janine Hames of Paparoa.

e Ballance Agri-nutirents Nutrient Management Award - Ken and Janine Hames of
Paparoa.

Presentations

Presentations this month were given to a Whangarei Boys' High School Year 12
Biology class on the topic “Science for the future” which dealt largely with a Land
Management Officer's role at Northland Regional Council.

A presentation was given to Whangaroa Community Plan working group covering soil
conservation and sustainable land management in Whangaroa catchments.

Environment Fund
An update is provided in a paper to the Environmental Management Committee.

RIVER AND HAZARD MANAGEMENT

Awanui River

FNDC has proposed undertaking maintenance to the Donald Road Bridge. The
bridge configuration reduces effectiveness of the Whangatane Spillway as it
constricts channel capacity and has two central piers which catch debris.
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Staff have made a submission to the FNDC Annual Plan on this issue and intend
writing to FNDC seeking an integrated solution that addresses all of the bridge’s
shortcomings.

At the Awanui Flood Management Liaison Committee workshop on 24 February 2010
a range of options to reduce the risk of flooding to Urban Kaitaia were presented and
discussed. The Committee, in conjunction with members of the Far North District
Council, decided that maximising the use of the Whangatane Spillway was the next
priority in upgrading the scheme. The need to address the capacity issues
associated with the Donald Road Bridge was highlighted as a critical component to
the success of the upgrade. Staff are progressing the spillway upgrade investigation
and will report to the 17 June 2010 Liaison Committee meeting on effectiveness and
feasibility.

Staff have completed drafting the Asset Management Plan for the Awanui River
Scheme which is currently being reviewed. This will be presented to the next
meeting of the Awanui River Flood Management Liaison Committee scheduled for
17 June 2010.

The draft peer review of the Awanui hydraulic river model was received. The draft
recommends a number of updates to improve confidence in areas of the model.
Staff are preparing a plan of model upgrades, which will include immediate and long
term upgrades.

Kaihu River

Following requests from parts of the Kaihu community, staff have invited a consultant
proposal to assess pre-feasibility of multi-purpose dam sites in the Kaihu catchment,
to be considered as a long-term option to reduce the effect of flooding. Staff have
sent the proposal to the Kaihu River Liaison Committee, KDC and Northpower to
gauge the level of interest for progressing this work and to assess the potential for
collaboration.

Work on the Kaihu River Scheme was progressed with hydraulic modelling and
design costing scheduled for completion by 7 May. The resource consent for Kaihu
River Scheme has been submitted for renewal and a revised Kaihu River
Management Plan has been drafted. These matters will be tabled at the next
meeting of the Kaihu River Liaison Committee scheduled for 26 May 2010.

Kaeo and Whangaroa

The Kaeo Flood Reduction Strategy was presented to the FNDC on 29 April 2010.
The Strategy was received and a resolution passed to support the proposed strategy.
Staff will now focus on preparing a business case for submission to government for
its considerations of releasing funding support.

The second model run for the Kaeo stopbanking option, incorporating flood gates,
river bank lowering, and a spillway across the loop next to the school is scheduled for
completion in early May.

The draft peer review of the Kaeo hydraulic river model was received, with no critical
issues identified that need to be addressed immediately. Several checks and
potential adjustments to the model were identified in the report.
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Kerikeri/Waipapa River

Work on a River Management Plan for the Kerikeri/Waipapa catchments was
progressed with options identified and inspected onsite. A variation to this project is
being considered, to allow for model upgrade prior to the detailed option scenario
modelling. The model upgrade will incorporate better defined flood plain modelling,
enabling more accurate assessment of flow over the flood plain, critical for the risk
reduction options being considered.

Whangarei Catchments

An assessment of the potential for flood detention in the Raumanga catchment has
been completed by consultants. The assessment indicated that a 15m high short-
term detention dam at Kotuku Street would significantly reduce flood flows at the
confluence of Waiarohia and Raumanga streams and downstream flood damage.
Across all design event storms, the average annual damage would be reduced by
some 60%, were this dam to be implemented. The report recommended that this
option be pursued further.

NRC and WDC staff have further investigated other options for reducing flood risk
including an assessment of how the greenway flood channelling concept could be
staged, Rust Avenue bridge upgrade and enhancement of the rail embankment as a
flood barrier to reduce CBD flooding caused by Waiarohia River, and meeting with
Whangarei Boys’ High School staff to discuss short term detention of flood water in
sports grounds as identified in previous reports.

This information has been pre-circulated to the Urban Whangarei Rivers Flood
Management Liaison Committee to consider prior to the committee meeting
scheduled for 6 May 2010.

Priority Rivers Project

Work is progressing with the development of river management plans for the 23
priority rivers/streams. Transfer of rainfall and river flow data to the consultants has
been completed for all catchments which are to have model calibration/verification
events run. Staff have commissioned two additional verification events for the Hatea
and Kawakawa catchments, to achieve further confidence in the models and optimise
use of available data. Detailed calibration of Group 1 river models is nearing
completion.

A comparison of the HIRDS (NIWA High Intensity Rainfall Design System) V.2 and
V.3 packages was completed for four locations in the Kerikeri catchment. The
HIRDS V.3 rainfall depths were found to be 15% - 22% higher than the HIRDS V.2
rainfall depths for the 24 hour and 48 hour events at the same coordinates. The
Raumanga catchment detention dam study also included such a comparison, and
established similar increases for the Waiarohia catchment (15% - 19%), but lesser
increases for the Raumanga catchment (2% - 6%) up to the 100 yr ARI event. Staff
managed to incorporate the updated HIRDS v3 in the design rainfall events used for
the project.

Other River Works

Other river works, outside of the river schemes, have progressed including the
removal of accumulated gravel from the Otiria Stream near the base of Turntable Hill.
Other works at Otaua, Omanaia and Puketotara have been commissioned and/or
negotiations for site access are underway.
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Coastal Hazards

Data collection has continued for the tsunami inundation model for the Whangarei
Harbour. The layout of the Marsden Cove Marina has been sourced, as well as
construction details for the Bercich drain at Marsden Point. This will be the fourth
modelling study undertaken by NIWA, and the approach to be followed for the
Whangarei Harbour will be consistent with the previous studies.

Beach profile monitoring was completed for ten Far North beaches and three
Whangarei beaches during March and April.

BIOSECURITY

Marine, Plant and Animal Regional Pest Management Strategies (RPMS)
Following public hearings on the proposed RPMS, the Hearings Committee is
reviewing their decisions. The recommended decisions of the hearings committee
will be presented to the Environmental Management Committee in May.

MARINE

Tutukaka Harbour Surveillance

Staff have completed a survey of Tutukaka Harbour aimed at detecting a range of
unwanted marine pests including Styela. NIWA were contracted to undertake the
survey, and worked alongside staff from the NRC and DOC. The survey team used
a range of methods from crab and starfish trapping to diver and shore surveys. One
of the aims of the survey was to assess risks posed to the iconic Poor Knights
Islands by marine pests. No unwanted marine pests were detected during the
survey.

FRESHWATER

Northland Lake Status Survey

The 2010 Northland Lake Status Survey took place 22-26 March, with 23 lakes
surveyed. NIWA were contracted to undertake the survey, and worked alongside
staff from the NRC and DOC. The survey involved assessing the ecological
condition of some of the lakes as well as surveillance for aquatic weeds. It was an
excellent opportunity to understand more about the survey methods, to build on the
aquatic plants identification workshop, and to discuss management options with the
NIWA scientists.

Lake Swan

Grass carp were introduced into Lake Swan in May 2009 to control the aquatic
weeds hornwort and egeria. The operational plan for the project requires an annual
survey and this was completed during the lake status survey. Approximately 50 —
60% of the aquatic weed biomass has already been removed by the grass carp, and
the fish seen had more than doubled in size and appeared in excellent condition.

PEST SPECIES

Argentine Ants

Annual ant monitoring within the Skudders Beach Community Pest Control Area
(CPCA) has been completed, following the fourth year of control by the community.
Ant numbers were up a little from the previous year as populations have survived in
small isolated pockets which can be difficult to detect. The property owners are quite
vigilant in their monitoring and now these survivors have been detected they will be
treated before next summer.

Staff are also intending to undertake some trial work with new argentine ant baits and
baiting though the winter. The initial work with granules is looking promising with
potential to be better and more user friendly than the paste staff are currently using.
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PEST PLANTS

Whangarei Heads CPCA

The tender for pest plant control work has been awarded to a contractor based in
Kerikeri. Work commenced during the last week of April.

Passiflora apetela

Staff have completed a survey for MAF Biosecurity of 20 properties in the Fairway
Drive area of Kamo, including the original site found in Elgin Place Reserve. All of
these properties have plants present, from seedlings through to mature fruiting vines.
MAF BNZ will be using the information to assist in determining a response strategy.

Bathurst bur

Inspections in the Mid and Far North have continued to show good levels of control.
The few plants found this month have had fully mature burs on them and the land
owners have been required to remove them and are to burn them once the total fire
ban is lifted. This requirement to totally destroy the plants with mature burs is a
further encouragement to control this species before the end of January which is
usually prior to the formation of the burs, thereby reducing the control effort required.

Manchurian wild rice

Recent follow-up control of Manchurian wild rice at one Mid North site has
demonstrated how resilient this species can be. Despite five years of twice yearly
spraying there was considerable regrowth up to two metres tall and two small new
sub-sites were found 50m downstream and sprayed. These probably originated from
viable root material in collapsed stream banks at the main site being carried
downstream in floods.

Spartina

Public interest in and support of the spartina eradication program has resulted in four
additional sites in the Far North being added to the control program. This has
resulted from requests for anyone spotting what they think is healthy spartina to
notify the Regional Council of these sites because it is likely that these are unknown
to staff.

Dargaville Biosecurity staff completed the annual control of spartina in the Kaipara
Harbour, with sites of this invasive pest plant controlled at Ruawai and Te Kowhai.

Lantana
Very few plants were treated this month. A follow-up project for the Ngataki stream,
King block, and a small area at Pukenui is being planned.

Recommendation
That the Chief Executive Officer’s report dated 7 May 2010 be received.

COMPLIANCE WITH DECISION MAKING PROCESS

The activities detailed in this report are provided for in the Council's 2009-2019
LTCCP, and as such are in accordance with the Council's decision making process
and sections 76 to 82 of the Local Government Act 2002.

E:\COUNCIL\COUNCIL AGENDAS\2010 COUNCIL AGENDAS\MAY 2010\CEO'S REPORT.DOC
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Update on Official Information Request — McKinlay
Douglas Report on Local Government Options for

Northland
File D1.1
Report from Chief Executive Ken Paterson dated 6 May 2010.

At the Council meeting in April, a supplementary agenda item was discussed that
included responses received from the District Councils as a result of an Official
Information request made regarding the McKinlay Douglas Ltd (MDL) Report.

It was noted that the Far North District Council (FNDC) had withheld the minutes of
discussions regarding the MDL report and the Regional Council, held in the
confidential section of their Council meeting on 3 March 2010. Following the April
Council meeting, a letter was sent to FNDC requesting that they reconsider their
decision to withhold the minutes. FNDC have subsequently provided this information
which | have attached for your reference.

The previously withheld information is resolutions that:

“At the next Mayoral Forum Mayor Brown ask other Northland Mayors for their
support in requesting a review by the Ministry for the Environment into the
environmental standards and associated costs imposed on the three district
councils by the Northland Regional Council”; and

“At the next Mayoral Forum Mayor Brown ask for their support requesting a
review by the Ministry of Local Government into the Northland Regional Council’s
compliance with decision making requirements for significant decisions eg Rail
corridor and Whangarei Stadium”.

These minutes add to the now overwhelming body of evidence that the district
council's motivations have often been based more on personal and political agendas
rather than obtaining fact based research that would result in improvements for
Northland. This has been confirmed by the report's author Peter McKinlay who
commented that “the (MDL report) process had been complicated by Whangarei
Mayor Stan Semenoff and Far North Mayor Wayne Brown saying from the beginning
that there should be two unitary authorities”.

The Regional Council welcomes any investigations into any aspects of its operations
as providing the facts upon which informed judgements can be made.

Councillors may recall that the Kaipara District Council failed to respond to the
Official Information request within the required 20 day timeframe. A second follow up
request has been made, although to date a reply has yet to be received.

Recommendation
That the report from the Chief Executive Officer dated 6 May 2010 be received.

COMPLIANCE WITH DECISION MAKING PROCESS

The receiving of this report is provided for in the Council’'s 2009-2019 Long Term
Council Community Plan, and as such is in accordance with the Council's decision
making process and sections 76-82 of the Local Government Act 2002.

E:\COUNCIL\COUNCIL AGENDAS\2010 COUNCIL AGENDAS\MAY 2010\UPDATE ON OFFICIAL INFORMATION REQUEST.DOC
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REGIONAL COUNCIL CONFIRMED

- & MAY 2010 Far North District Council

LENe.  D1-1  EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
3 MARCH 2010

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY FAR NORTH DISTRICT COUNCIL MEETING
HELD IN THE ELECTED MEMBERS LIBRARY, COUNCIL OFFICES, MEMORIAL
AVENUE, KAIKOHE ON WEDNESDAY, 3 MARCH 2010 COMMENCING AT 10:00 A M.

PRESENT: Acton \nto
: Chair \/ '

Mayor Wayne Brown CEO .
T Baker C Kitchen —
D Bowman D Maxwell rin
| Bamber S Macauley Hum. Res.
A Court S McNally (arrived 10:05am) Hir. Mst.

CDEM.
In attendance Mon.
D Edmunds Chief Executive Con. /
T Norton GM Strategic Development & Governance Bivers 4&
V Wright Governance Services Manager S v §
S Manuel Executive Assistant to the Mayor :%

1. APOLOGIES
Resolved Brown/Macauley

“That the apologies from Councillor McNally for lateness and Councilior Byers for
absence be received.”

Carried

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3. PUBLIC EXCLUSION

Reéolved Brown/Bowman

“That the public be exciuded from the following part of the proceedings of this
meeting, namely:

ltem No. ltem Issue
3.1 Local Governance Options for Northland

The general subject of the matter to be considered whilst the public is excluded, the
reasons for passing this resolution in relation to this matter, and the specific grounds
under the Local Government Official Information And Meetings Act 1987 for the
passing of this resolution, are as follows:

Q:\Public Minutes\CNCL\2010v100303cncl.doc
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3 March 2010

GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER REASON / GROUNDS

Local Governance Options for Enable the local authority holding the
‘Northland information to carry on, without prejudice or
disadvantage, negotiations (including
commercial and industrial negotiations);
(Sections 48(1)(a) and 7(2)(i))

Carried

CLOSE OF MEETING

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11:50am.

Mayor
[

Q:\Public Minutes\CNCLY2010\ 00303cncl.doc
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PUBL[C EXCLUSION
COUNCIL MEETING
3 March 2010

Fekkk dekdokdokdkkkiokkkkkihhkikihikiik

kkikihikRbbibidbhiddhihhiiiihkiikikikkikkikikdiiiik

3.1. Local Governance Options for Northland

Resoived Bamber/Maxwell

"That the McKinlay Douglas report, “Local Governance Options for Northland” be
received,

And that Council receive the report and release it to the community/stakeholders for
submission;

And _that the Chief Executive is authorised to prepare Council's own discussion
document for Far North ratepayers and residents as supplementary information for
the consultation period;

And that the submission period be two months and in that time the reviewers
present their report and assist in discussions with the wider community and
stakeholders via public meetings and stakeholder group meetings;

And that the