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What can you do to help?

At home

m Keep the drain for rain — do not tip anything
down stormwater drains.

m Regularly check and maintain your on-site
wastewater system.

m Maintain your groundwater bore and ensure
the location is registered with the Council so
they can consider you as an affected party for
activities which may affect groundwater quality
in your area.

m Join in a community planting day or start your
own environmental care group in your area.
In the countryside

m Prevent the spread of aquatic weeds — make
sure your equipment is free of vegetation
before entering the water and clean equipment
after each use.

m Report any incidents of pollution to the 24/7
Environmental Hotline — 0800 504 639 — and any
biosecurity threats to the Northland Regional
Council - 0800 002 004.

At work
Prevent nutrient-enrichment of fresh water:

m Fence off waterways, plant riparian margins and
keep stock well away from water bodies; and

m Use sediment control features on construction
sites to prevent sediment runoff.

Find out more: www.nrc.govt.nz/takeaction
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Monitoring

The Council monitors fresh water quality in rivers, lakes and groundwater
throughout the region as part of its state of the environment (SoE)
monitoring. Sampling is undertaken weekly, monthly or quarterly
depending on the programme and results are reported on an annual basis
through the Annual Monitoring Report, with a five-yearly summary SoE
Report.

The Council also participates in national monitoring programmes, such as
the National Groundwater Monitoring Programme, and results from these
surveys help inform research and policy at a national level.

Major point-source discharges to water and land require resource consent
from the Council. These consents are monitored according to the consent
conditions. Any discharges that do not meet the condition of their consent
are identified and the Council works with the discharger to rectify the
situation.

In serious cases of non-compliance, the Council can issue abatement (stop)
or infringement (fine) notices to the person operating under the consent,
or can prosecute if the environmental impacts of non compliance are seen
to be significant.

Education and community involvement

The Dairy and Clean Streams Accord is a voluntary agreement between
the national dairy company Fonterra, the Ministries of Agriculture and the
Environment, and Regional Councils. The aim of the Accord is to achieve
clean, healthy water, including streams, rivers, lakes, groundwater and
wetlands, in dairying areas.

Targets for farmers to work towards include fencing 90% of rivers, streams
and lakes by 2012, and 100% of dairy farm effluent discharges are to
immediately comply with resource consents and regional plans.

Community Care Groups, such as Lake Care Groups, can be established to
enable the community to work towards improving the environment in
their local area.

The Council has an Environment Fund available to help with the funding
of these groups. The fund provides up to 50% of the costs of projects for
protecting the environment, for example, by fencing stock out of
waterways and replanting stream sides and lake margins with native
vegetation.

Find out more:




